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M»d attentksi to the 
ilfimitaMiE 

i^ at present has it 
or ambitions* ; I was 

men with some hope of oth 
intelligible speech, 
wmtldf English drama e**pt as part 
revival and a general awakening to our 
duties and responaibilitiea. Of what nee is it 
a sickly orehid in a hot-house, while all the 
of our national life is choked with 

Conversely, of what 

for a national aWakenim? to the realities 

ities of life, while the bulk of our popula- 

their leisure with the grossest unrealities 

A nation may be sound and vigorous 

any great school of national drama. 

degraded form of national drama is a 

of moral and intellectual debasement 

who regard the great commandments a* 
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PREFACE TO THE SECOND 
ENGLISH EDITION 

IT Trill be remembered, that when the word of the Lord 
came to Jonah, to cry against the Ninevites, the 
prophet at first declined the mission, and escaped to 
sea. Jonah was doubtless veil aware that prophets who 
proclaim unpleasant truths to a nation run some danger 
of being stoned. However, three days' solitary confine- 
ment in the belly of a whale served to convince him 
that Heavenly warnings must be delivered, even at some 
personal risk. 

When at length he addressed himself to his task, he 
seems to have fulminated against the Ninevitea with 
undue vehemence and fervour. In definitely announc- 
ing the overthrow of their city in forty days, he clearly 
went beyond his instructions. Still, he succeeded in 
thoroughly alarming the Ninevites, and thus saved them 
from destruction. 

The question arises, whether, if Jonah had not spread 
a panic of conviction that their ruin was imminent, 
overwhelming, irrevocable — the question arises, whether 
anything short of this conviction would have roused the 
Ninevites to take the urgent and stringent measures 
which alone averted the impending calamity. 

Jonah was certainly in a dilemma. If he had not 
magnified the danger to the Ninevites, undoubtedly it 
would have fallen upon them, and they would have 
perished. By magnifying the danger, and persuading 
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tlj^ pages/ No review erf 

%#)^ attempt to controvert the facts 

lijrgU j tH M rta I havp brought forward, or to disprove 

£tossl ' wi6DB# «Eney "fffiipa ^ p ■ 

unrelated. Till they are discredited and 

they issue a standing challenge to our pres- 

syitem $f Popnla? Education, to the confusions and 

political thpttghi that it fosters, and to the 

t it e&ooorages. Let my arguments 

emiiiiwedf If they are unsound and 
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Above all our oonfosi©ns> char cut against the sky, 
plain fear all of as to read, stand tfee two opposing sign- 
posts, the one directing all our national aims and bepes 
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veotinff alt our «fc**h«fc*t aims and bones and aettvitiafc 
towarde Patriotism. The time shortens. O Enaland. 
wUek road will yon taket 
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atitm I am still willin* to nay for &» 
iB aboftt CKeero, and all about making 
AMa gfolft are ona in a thousand, y«4 moat 
wifl themselves take eater care <d iiinn Msitbs 
education. I am not willing to pay 
of oar walking classes to be tadght a 
what is to them quite mentally indigestible 
wfckfe in the Tart majority of cases will bo 
of their minds almost before it is learned, and 
as far as any result is oEtained from it, wastes 
direets their mental energy, and ia neither 
pleasurable to them, nor profitable to the State* 

I Aall be told that I am talking old-f j 
ploded nonsense. Let me try to justify myself*; 

First, let me say that I cordially accept, and am 
to subscribe, in both senses, to the general rul$ 
tfisry child in the kingdom shall be educated in 
a way that whatever physical and mental power* 
possesses shall be developed to the extent, and in 
direction, that shall make him most useful to the State* 
Bare I suppose I am in agreement with you* Let ma 
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oreasing extent taken away from us some of the mapP^ 
< precious things of all f Has ft not foisted upon «9 
many undesirable and some pernicious thingB? Hjji 
it dot tended to foster some habits and ways of thought 
thai* unless they are checked, may ultimately prove d* 
struotive to us? 
I suppose I shall be thought to be croy if I question 
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end to live Iby, and mast eonoerat the nation 
AocM know ^nd practise t 

I will take the two teste that seem, to me the 
t r ustwort hy— the test of his work, and the yet 
test of his play. But I am wiljing that any other 
shall he applied, provided that they ensure 
effects of Popular Education can be traced, 
confusing them with the effects of other ageneii 
there is the test of wort 
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decoration 
and middle-class hames^ the more taste we 
the less taste we have. You may have noticed 
oonsokras self -deceit and the unblushing im] 
those many articles of use and decoration 
ticketed in shop windows^ "Artistic, sixpence 
farthings." They loudly proclaim that the people 
design them, the people who make them, the 
who sell them, and the people who use them, must h*¥£ 
had A general education that has vitiated their taste, w 
and deprived them of their apprehension of beauty. 
The daily use of the word "artistic" is a terrible con- 
demnation of our present system of Popular Education. 
It is one of the many words upon whose use a very 
heavy tax should be laid for the benefit of our impotf* 
erished exchequer. 
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to get a piece of had carpentry 
hflimffj it ia now almost inn 
o£ good carpentry? 
I ^hall be told that it is due to the 
body hates many of the forma and aspeefe* 
pvosenraay commercialism more than I doy 
despises the base truckers who fatten upon it 
attempts to get rid of the capitalist have ended & 
cical or tragical failure; whether made in qiiite 
communities, or on a large national scale, as 
in Bussia. And if we make the State our sole 
talist, as some desire, we shall find it a more 
cruel, capricious, and grinding "exploiter" than 
private master. We shall also find it a most inea 
bungling, and dishonest employer, who, having 
all our concerns and bewildered and stultified itself, 
dip out of the mess by dissolving itself, leaving us 
universal poverty and despair, to be "exploited" 
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to do hi* work welL He needed not 
Hii mind tad energies were chiefly employed 
work He pat his heart and brain into it, 
unconsciously served the beet interests of t 
He was thoroughly educated in what it <Anti6f 
eerned him to know for his own good, and i 
of the State. He had also been taught, < 
his school days, that "The fear of the Lord is Hie 
ginning of knowledge." x His interpretation 
kindred texts compelled him to do his work well, 
it made him afraid to do it badly. He had a 
abiding sense of his duty to his employers, sad 
not lode upon them as his natural and mortal 
Therefore, when he made something for a 
class home, he made it well, and his brother 
man was benefited. 

* Prorate, chap, i, Terse 7. 
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slefesv^of**, A very short taste of Im* 
Sj^-lifll make its cry out for somebody to 
WUrt of oar misery. We may even be 
didn't pot Tip with oar pre s en t "exploiters," 
corrupt as many of them are. 

Sir, for many centuries to come, perhaps 
endures, the great majority of mankind will 
hare to be "exploited" in all the main affairs of 
by somebody or the other. In Russia we may 
that it is the Germans who have temporarily tal^ 0Vf£> 
this necessary and fundamental business. Wha| jfc 
strange iinauement if Nature's answer to the whimsiftft 
of the Pacifists should be establishment of a line o$ 
military exploiters ! She is quite capable of a gigantic 
hoax of this kind — witness the innumerable millions 
whom she baa led to their destruction, dancing after 
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1 am qaite willing to pay for other people, 
tea to bo tangjht all about Cioero, and ' 
to pml me; and this with money that 
earned, asd badly need to make provision 
mm children, in whose favour I am perhaps a fittfe 
jndioad— I aay I am quite willing that my cadi 
be time disbursed, if only it can be proved that fipfc 
teaching balpa the cooking of the communal ■ omdfa^ 
and the easy working of the domestic apparatus, «»4^x 
<m the whole the bast way of spending my mousy 
the welfare of the State. But I have my doubts. 

I will go further and own myself willing to try 
hand at oooking the omelette myself, while paying 
on? future servants to be taught all about Oioeri— 4f 
onjy it can be proved that such a direction of our ear* 
aval energies, ii on the whole the best that can be d& 
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tttbr fti the coat of much labour a$d 
It is strident that if the pair of them 
any considerable amount of labour and tima to 
tiie State would have tottered* On Bobinson 
island, the principle yon have laid down 
been terribly limited in its application by th# 
lug conditions and circumstance*. 

Tour dictum is that "no country in the lo^§* 
suffers an economic injury from an improvement 
the general education of its population." By 
education I understand you to mean, knowledge 
learning that are not directly concerned with the 
occupation of the individual, or with his duty to 
State; knowledge and learning which are in 
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apart from, and have no traceable connection with the 
occupation of the individual, or with his duty to the 
State; and which are given to him with a view to raise 
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J«Ad^>» i^* with this end ^"ti^^W^ i 
masses ot our people^ »c>t 'Iflirt •#^^ ; '''' *' ; 
fWi ftiight desire for them, which might 
their mental powers^ and wktcp x 

to many of them individually, 
amount^ and that kind of veiy tlaeqoal, attd 
education which wffl beet assure the s*fa^ 
State, One of oar first concerns moat intiraatriy 
dowaeeted with Pofmlar Edncation, indeed, a main p*** 
•if & riHwiM be to see that all the common work that $M : 
dons for the common people, shall be done well attd 
honestly, and by people who are not ashamed of doing 
it, who have net been educated away from it and are not 
diverted frota its neeessary accomplishment by other 
aims and Bursuits» 

I gladly recognise that there axe clauses in your MB 
which, if wisely administered, are likely to bring abimt 
some improvement in the direction I have indicated. 
But if it is claimed that, up to the present, Popular 
Education has tended towards this desirable result, I 
o*n only point to my old carpenter; to the condition 
of our household carpentry; to all the dreadful objects 
that desecra te our working- and middle-class and mm 
ropcarolass homes; to the number of girls of four teen 
1Hb% to their great mental distraction, are being taught 
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be hoped from a nation 
tlttow»-6& f as a bird moults a feather, heroes 
Iteii, Ooear-d^Ko^ in border tad Sidneys 
taKons! What may not be hoped from soak & 
if only it is rightly trained, disciplined, and led; ?ip£r 
mmmh^f Wrfti m first taught, as the ft* Hi*Mfl ntaxittt; df 
Popular Education, to do his own individual wtfrk 
honestly, and with all his might! ^ T / 

Whatever Popular Education has taught our satyl& 
tndes, however many and great the benefits it has b* 
Mowed upon them, it surely has not up to the present 
taught them this first great lesson — witness \ 
latched door that is intermittently slamming 
tering as I write this letter, and that leads me to adc 
whether some of the time and energy given to the 
general and higher education of our carpenter^ augfe* 
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the first elements of soldiering, just enough to fit &iir 
fbr further training in the defence of their oooatar^ il 
that dread duty should be forced upon them* For 
&* neglect of this obvious part of Popular 
"Rngtsnd is at this hour pouring out her children's 
in torrents of sacrifice, which may prove to he more tott- 
ering to the future vitality of our race than even Uw 
cruel and hideous factory system. ^0 . v 

If it is denied that some measure of such tralni&g 
will be required of us in future, I will only say that 
as the stern lesson of the Boer War was shouted at Eng- 
land's deaf ears in vain, so in vain has this latter and 
mora terrible lesson been written for us in fire, audi 




r 






^ W*T^ 'Js'^^ft^?^^'^-^^' 



*■!*■ -f^i^ 






«h* \'< 






Jh^fcfttfS&W' 



M* 




^& 



: ' not nidiriinIlT 

" T .^^_^^^fc At^i^^V' ^*'V|uiiuM' 

< pupflEr whsb t, • .- Jwwpi 



■■■"'-" • 7 %*>* 
- V '-.AH: !£»»■.■ .j- 



1 1 






%i 






»1 lit- ".' 



-'.IT. 






; ;.£..' 1 ?.v-rtr« 



* .. 






,»N. 






'Wit -f "_ ... 



r-V 






'■.- -Vr 









^%^-r^Xi. 



fif/F-i 




■#V-->'. 



- '.S. Y . 



■:.'f* : 'ixN* 






tt-v 



m$hs 



V N vr-;. 



m 






MS. : - ■• •• 

**■ ■ ■.'■• . ■ . . 



fr-V" 






( . w » i * » 







V'" 

■:*■- 




* A^M^ democracies are apt to 

iffib tt t e*eh other for no very wise reasons, ft 

llNifi for our working classes to note that a; 

atuaber of the Bussian proletariat seem to be 

with a greater hatred of England than of Oeraiany. ^ 

Gbanted that a forty years' pea<» is probably 
cfesureiti Almost every wide f orecaat made before «4 
itfter the war was proved to be wrong; in mosteftitf 
Wildly, absurdly, and perniciously wrong. Who <tol 
' foretell the disposition of power, the relations of fc* 
tto&s towards each other, the shape of large events, 1l§ 
drift of the world's affairs in twenty years* time frdtt 
to-day t That is, at the time when the boys who art 
now to be brought under the new Education Act, wffl 
be approaching the prime of early manhood, and will 
be moat fit to render active service to the State. If 
anyone had told us twenty years ago, that of Hie bqyi 
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ioldier when work baa to h* dofe* 
be reposfcd. Discipline and prompt ebe> 
d&BW **• the savic^ of the nation in times of war, 
aa we are finding out Tbey are of sovereign valtt* 
in times of peace— if we would bat learn it To obtain 
ihegi, to make them instinctive and operative among* 
aiR our boyi> it would be worth while to make some 
aacrifi«» of What is «Jled higher education. 

With rqgard to our girls every one must gratefully 
acknowledge the splendid response that they hare made 
to the national call upon them to take up new and 
difficult occupations. And it is probable that much of 
their alertness and varied ability may be placed to the 
credit of Popular Education. It is likely that the war 
will change in many ways the tastes and aims and out* 
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that part of th£t? education 
occupy and exercise their minds, 
emotions, shapes their Metis, it 
kosiines and colours their views of Kfei, and guides 
$^ daily conduct Every one of us, according to his 
testes, inclinations, or natural mental capacity, gives 
^himself, or wins for himsejtf, nearly all the education 
4ft is imperative upon his life and conduct And this 
seocmdary education at films and mpsic halls, and in 
sixpenny novels, which is the education our people 
give themselves, when they spend their own money in- 
stead of the nation's — this secondary education is far 
more operative upon conduct, and is of far more im- 
portance in mouldinff their characters than the grea ter 
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whisk is largely foreign to their 

nfcuvV eases draws off mental enettries 

employed, which is often outside 

if thfcir activities, and will be 

f lof gotte% or teft to rust in them nnuaed. 

I repeat that I am most wiD- 

tbM opportunities few the highest 

^iim&m i and fOT winning the highest honour^ should 

to every cshild—eo far as this is oonsistoit 

general welfare of the State. But I reaffirm 

use comparative importance of that secondary 

people provide for themselves in 
il* way of amusement, and as occupation for their 
honrs» 

ly glance at the inordinate amount of 
years past oar populace wasted in look- 
hetting upon, games at football. Years 
before the war this habit was scourged in memorable 
words by Hie manliest of English writers and poets, 
whose stern reproof was denounced at the time. But 
his whip was badly needed mi the slouching shoulders 
that have since been pulled to "Attention" by th^ angry 
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&•. Ihftti JDO farther awimSMb 

H ^ ff y^ Mv^ fa SiawiHr, 

i M^ insiateneak mxm tiie fact that 
BID is introduced at the very mo- 
tto** when tie English populace, brought Tap tinder 
our |Kre0<9nt ajttcm, and taught and nourished thereby, 
has $nally dismissed .Shakespeare from being their chief 
popular educator and entertainer in his own legitimate 
dasfrroom— the theatre! For three hundred years he 
i(* l^ondy filled that post, and he is contemptuous- 
ly dismissed as soon as Popular Education has had tune 
to t^foeaoe and inform the masses, and very pointedly, 
j^ si yw fcring in pm new Education Bill. 
- !• this an nrfneky coincidence f Not at all It is 
whafc Gtg<lsitf tfafr called a "concatenation ac- 

cordingly.* Kfty jean ago, before the advent of 
Popular Education, our middle-class young man in 
Xondon and the Urge towns, saw a great deal of 
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ltg|6n %> tiitocignise the ^d?ffoy tretii ^f 
a chaataters; not enough h^ 
| rich comedy ; not enough serious jmrpoee 
^^w^^-y^.'"^ wjj|ffi In fittakespearefa tragedy; not enough 
P^ speeches; not enough 

jfil^ to uniieirstand them; not enough educa- 

tion to take pleasar© in Shakespeare's poetry, tad wit, 
and the beauty and wisdom of his dialogue. To the 
average playgoer to-day Shakespeare is largely incom- 
prehensible— a bore, a nuisance, an affliction. And 
this after fifty years of Popular Education! The 
•swage playgoers of fifty years ago did talcs some 
pleasure in seeing Shakespeare^ did to some extent 
undsrsti&id him, had some considerable knowledge of 
him, and were not bored and baffled by him. 

Shakespeare is dead in the English theatreu Who 
or what has taken his pkcef 

If Ihlad a mortal enmity against some man at good 
sens* and sound education, who by good fortune knew 
nothing of our present English theatres and music halls, 
I would mercilessly sentence him to visit nightly the 



$& : 












;w!fW-X' 



**&"'* 






•^^S}., 



KaKUM 




EM 



\/fv- w 



ef iiimlaiB fun i&A 

rUf-. y " * ■ " ' '■■■' '■■■ 





, that doet 



■ ■■■'■ '^^.S;^ 

... . -^ ^'vy/^/^v^j 

■■• r r.;vf..^^ v ;^* 






>. *• 






f (Vv ■ ■.,»•. 






; v 



...~ -r* 



-& 



B$ 



• *'■ i • \ - 












te-i^fjte^ 



ags 




.4 * - 














r. 



'» 



feeetiBifr jnoM deeoi ba a* less fiftuikir ift- 
(iioTO nflrtcniti illjr vulgfer and mean- 
intleas: on the whole. nerlutM leas a&rasuur. The 
higher forms of drama, everything thftf eoftld give 
mental exhilaration and intellectual enjoyment, every- 
thing that could tend to encourage a great and serious 
spirit in the nation, havo been almost swept away from 
on* stage. Though under stream we are splendidly 
lowing that this great and serious spirit is still dwell- 
ing inns* 

The bnlk and staple of our middle-das* and lower 
middle-class entertainments are largely compact of dull 
medioerity, banality, tawdry sentiment, rank sensation, 
horribly vulgar sensual suggestion, and sheer imbecil- 
ity. Frank riotoua indecency would, in many oases, 
be mora tolerable, lor it would at least have a savour 
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is qpoken on our stage, not only in those pieoes> but in 
those that have a dramatic form. It is to be always 
wmembered that whatever success may be justly due 
to dresses, scenery, and other legitimate aids to otir 
enjoyment in the theatre— it it to be remembered thai 
it is only the actual dialogue that gives permanent 
worth and value to a play. By his dialogue alone a 
lives; by its vigour! precision, simplicity, 
, or fitness to the character and the situation. 
Though, to obtain success in the theatre, the dramatist 
must have many other qualities and accomplishments. 
What is the kind and quality of the average dialogue 
that is spoken on the English stage to-day 1 Here I 
hope you will allow that Popular Education is directly 
and crucially concerned. For surely if its effects are 
visible and measurable anywhere, it will be in our 
popular theatres, by watching what modes of talk, 
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so odarse or so filthy at the 

plain, ooarse things eorist l&^ki 
a*dTplain» ooarse words aro nooeesaiy to d»oto fhsm^ 
W&is wo would deceive ourselves and corrupt our 
l^tlguag* Integrity of speech is th* si$n of integrity 
o? ohanuten The rigfct use of words means the tight 
perception of facts. The rigfrt perception of fats 
gives a power of control on^ec srah of Ana as ♦» 
amendable to crar control. English people alwi^thiik 
they have escaped from aa ngty fact whan they hat* 
merely escaped from an iig$y word. Our present cir 
lamities audi misfortunes can be directly triced to our 
invoterate habit of supposing ourselves to bo in tho 
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thn miillT of tfiri Ti riMiti Innnrianin 
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P^' ip^^P^WBJ^p ' jBWjPB* "i^^TpWpV -j^^w^(fL- . Hp^K^Sp^p^PeHw ^Wp» .'PUp ^^jy^^jWB^W* , ^^S^WpUfp^r^Wl^^W^^W^ 

Mtooftaihle fefc teaehinir them the t^nyjiA $m. 

te ^puU^ wd the value rf the education he has re- 
eeitfed. 3-fv ell earntater h*A a far stron&er* nohia? 
power of speech than the vast majority of the audience* 
popular theatres* brought up under Popular 
His vocabulary was oertaiiriy veiry limited ; 
a dear 9 simple, racy vernacular, dealing ha- 
th realities. 

I do not propose to baxii^ slang from the dran^ It 
will always he current in daily talk, and the theatre 
naturally and rightly adopts it in like measure. Slang 
is necessa r y to the growth of a language, and is always 
one of its feeders. A language without slang is a dead 
language. An ahundanoe of curt, virile slang is a sign 
of rtide, boisterous vitality in a language. That vary 
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want of wit j our reaolute 
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if we go down in % neart European toiler ft 

before and einoe, t have vainly pointed out 

inanity and emptj vulgarity of 

theatrical fltiti)Ttai 7 mt ** | jff wae ft die* 

it yet bad greater aagnificanee aa a warn- 

aberration and ditintqgration. There 

our inabflitr to think elaa&ft 

aerioualy in th$ theatre, and our inability 

einoerply , and iarioudy about the great 

mrtJitTTUl ff i? < rt eaot^ The Gennana par* 

"faofettam *f « Xatteal Drana*" 8m «ipo otter Hn- 
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to be quite flat* 
horror of the acted 
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lilir luttionid emung pastime, of the most fri^craa> 
&i&L sad Mzfcatt most morally dseradinff form of en- 
tstitolmiieiit that has o?ar waited and soiled the leisure 
o£*efrilked nation. Tie opposition that would meet 
a^gr Ooveanmunt proposal to guide and inspire the. 
l^ndar Edncaticoi of Hie neonle in the theatre, is a 
c|& reason that England, with her native aptitude for 
peat and serious drama, with her reoord of past proud 
Isader&id& in this efailisixur and humanisms? art* has 
to-day a national theatre so inteUectuaUy banfarupt and 
imbecile thai its main productions are kughingHrtocka 
to our enemies^ fnd objects of bewilderment and oon- 
tempt to our Allies. 
% The outbreak d the war seemed to provoke an orgy 
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ray twaddle altoge&er f^ 
oar etage* Wholeeoane fo^jr twaddle may M neoeeeary 
te ow growing girls if they will go to theatree; aa 
wiitfeaome adyentve and afcirring harotam are certainly 
goad for jm growing boy* Bot ro^ twiddle ia not a 
food proration for the tealHtoaof life, even for 
gtowl^ gfrla. And the preeent generation of them 
f : ^f%imp to Kto in e wwld of c?^ aiui ^eromg reali- 
tti^ «nd iiot in a dreamland of io^ tweddl* It ia a 

qnaatiosL The ome bee upon 
artte% and will ahraya lie 
uponlteaw 

If Ife* hh&flQaL br an ooeeatonal pr fl toet or by thai? 
oeeaaiortl pettooage of rejy twaddle, oould auoeeed in 
during out inttdti&ty ftaoi the theatre, they would 
Mir dm* thft moat of ft to take abator .d a e *ha e 
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fftjtet t<> something wrong in its 
:':^0^^m'hk'^ standards, or in its methods, 
futrameofts, or in its recipients t 
X a9it)a tbat there la the moat intimate 
' b^wecu ffopular Education and the present 
degradation of nine-tenths of our popular 
England, as 1 write, hangs insecurely over a 
retrievable ruin, not, indeed, because we have 
Shakespeare from our theatres, but because in other 
greater matters we have also rejected 
because aa in the drama, so in matters of national 
or death, we have fobbed ourselves with words, 
staffed our heads with trash, and our souls with instar 
oeritiee. Our hope now is in the valour and tenacity 
of our soldier s. How like a granite fortress they stand* 
invulnerable. How splendid they are in battle. Halt 
is because in battle they have to be led, and they have tp 
obey. Then the greatness of their strength appear* 

Ko one would grudge the brave fellows who haW 
been hourly risking their lives for us, whatever merri* 
ment and frolic may serve to relax them and refit them 
for their further dreadful struggle. The fieroe excite- 
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I passionately deny that stupid and vulgar 
«ry aan have any other effect tW to 
fatste the mind, to deaden its perception erf 
oeDent, and to slacken the ardours and resolve* 
and patriotism. 

I think 1 hear a mocking laugh from our grim 
as he squats there with his eyes and guns 
wards Calais, jeering at "music hall" England, 
hugging himself to think that "if we had possessed 
spirit of Shakespeare we should long ago have won' 
war." Bat he shall find that the spirit of 
is again stirring in us, and in those thrice-armed 
that are heating hack the flood of German savagery if 
Flanders. 

Let us suppose that on the outbreak of the war, this 
Government, from some reason of economy, or frotti 
some necessity of State, had put in force the Defence 
of the Bealm Act, and had decreed that for a year no 
English theatre should play anything hut Shakespeare^ 
and this with scenery already painted. I do not say 
that such a measure was possible, or even advisable. Btit 
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was one of our many reckless ini 

But those ignoble years of national Blaokneea i^ : ^ / 
fktty degeneration hare passed. We are fading Itotet ' 
Hardship is oar best eAoolmaster, and necessity OOi 
beat counsellor. These it is that prove oar metfi% and 
heighten oar courage^ and arm our souls. After ihe 
war we shall have many hardships to endure. Let ti* 
hrace ourselves to endure even the supreme hardship of 
listening to a little Shakespeare in our theatres. We 
may not like it at fir st ; it will be a severe call upon such 
mental powers as we possess. But when he has schooled 
as for a time, and as our intelligence in the theatre he- 
gins to waken, we shall find there is an increasing 
wealth of wise amusement to be obtained from him, and 
the noisome folly and inanity of the years that have 
gone will stink in our memory. 

It has lately been brought to your notice that oar 
present Education Acts, by the clauses that restrict the 
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jeputaUe houses there may be lax behavi 

of decorum, but not mom glaring 
on a child's attention at the stree* 
& neighbourhood. The necessarily 
iriving bustle of every stage, 
tend to shut oat the 
ef any such openly indecent and immoral 
would be likely to contaminate a child Observant 
dren would be more likely to see indications of 
behaviour in the auditorium, and on the whole 
be more protected from it if they were behind 
scene*. It may be urged that, according to my ewp 
showing, much of the dialogue in popular variety piece* 
is unfit for children's ears. I agree most cordially. 1 
would certainly protect children from hearing it | 
would equally protect the older performers from speak* 
inglit I would also protect the entire audiences from 
listening to it, if that were possible. 

If, sir, in place of forbidding children under the age 
of fourteen to speak Shakespeare on our stage, yen 
dould decree that no person under the age of eighty 
•bould listen to much of the dialogue that is current 
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should be to teach 
^pvi them 4ft opportunity erf 

fit Ami far their individual 

iters of it All "general" 
the meat elementair kind, should bed afewrtwl 
thftgs are thoroughly learned. It 
childhood was spent in w tffa g that mdI 
Mrs. ffiddfynftj Helen Fancit, end EHm 
play Shakespeare's leading parts with so* 
power and passion and charm, and that Ml 
and Lady Bancroft could play modem parte 
ripeness, ease, and round, rich perfection. What* 
and quality there was in the old acting, 
eoned oak, or old vintage wine! It was because Wf 
carpenter had thoroughly learned his trade a 
that he could make the whole of a large, useful, 
cabinet with his own hands. (The door of the 
room is interjecting noisy, irritating comments <w 
modern school of carpentry, by slipping its latch and 
termittently creaking _ 

that this is due to the wind. I maintain that it is 
to the bad education of our carpenters.) There ii 
actly the same difference between our old 
spearean actors and our modern amateurs, th 
ip between my old carpenter and our modem earjMfe* 
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wytibeUL o€ itniversal Popular Education, 'f$|| 
•eapoely trouble to judge what they spend 
Mflfti and best leisure to procure? They 
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bit too modi to ask that Government will 
how valuable an instrument the drama mi^be i$ 
ing the tone of Popular Education, and give 
•ervatoire, as an approach, to a soundl; 
well-managed National Theatre, when the time 
circumstances shall be favourable to its 
Again I affirm that the clauses in our Education 
which forbid the employment of children under 
teen, tend both directly and indirectly to *Baf 
Shakespeare and the better forms of modern drama, 
thus throw wide open the stage doors of our theatn 
mediocrity, seatterbrain frivolity, and romping 
cility. 

What I have said applies chiefly to the 
children from our stage so far as this affects a 
training for their future career. This is distinct 
the more important question of forbidding them to ap* 
pear in parts that demand to be played by children of 
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<&aa?T or foeeial mentel a! 

HPj opportunity to develop 

8K)at» Wbni a A^d i§ found with a. 

the great art of acting, quite as me *»4 _ 

possession as marked mental abiUty, quite to 

inm nf e ncoura gement and fostering carat 'cffiaitir 

fruitful in delist for the publio— why, 

child ia discovered, should his special 

thwarted, and his fructifying talent laid up in tb* 

Idnof "general" education? If it is said that to 

be made a more useful citizen by being kept off 

stage, I very much doubt it The only sure i«ult^|V"' 

far aa I can see, is that the child will be kept rat of ^ " 

only place where his special ability will be allowed* f, 

free course to develop. Let us take care that in our 

to manufacture citizens all of one particular pattern 

approved dullness and banality, we do not bar the defer 1 

to originality, variety, genius, and leadership. 

I may point out here that our present Education laws 
would probably have robbed the English theatre of Ed- 
mund Eean, the greatest Shakespearean actor with thif 
kind of temperament that our stage haa known. Atang 
rate, it would have deprived him of his early training 
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war, the English theatre, in 
wise counsellor and amusing companion 
has rather heen its amply, witless, and 
tec, and is at the present moment the moat 
nmilnnH>(<n>1o theatre that any civilized vtfifcffi- 
for centuries. Yet our theatres were never so 

Beturning to the matter of these children wh 
rery marked talent for the stage, I beg yon, sir 
the interests of the children themselves anc 
drama, to permit them, with due safeguards, t 
on the stage at any age at which suitable parti 
their presence. There will be comparatively very 
of them, not one, perhaps, in a hundred thousand of 
child population of the nation. 

Aa a matter of numbers, they are n< 
matter of principle, I claim that it is unwise and unjusfc 
to forbid them to exercise their natural gifts to their 
own advantage, to the delight of the public, and to the 
farthering of die best interests of the drama. But jsS 
children admitted to this class, and allowed to perform 
speaking parte of some importance, should be examined 
by a small committee of experts, and a certificate of 
competence given. I daresay the Academy of Dramatic 
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haps Ifcafi cases, by enacting that where the 

in ttosas of dally keep and a little 

att£)|^ 

afte* benefit of die child. This would in moet 

a'lesson in thrift to the children, for they would 

take a pride in adding to their atom The 

might be managed by a committee composed 

those whose Mind hatred of the theatre has lei til 

present degraded condition of our stage. If, 

of indulging their whimsy of holy hatred of the theater 

tibsy would frankly recognize the main facts, we xtd^bit 

move towards a better state of things, both behind and 

in front of the curtain. The dominant facts of the 

situation are these: 

(1) The theatre, including music halls and variety 
houses, is sure to grow in popularity and in influence. 

(2) It is impossible to check and diminish that popu- 
larity and influence by pecking and kicking at theatres 
with constant, meddling, vexatious interf erenoee. 
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l^g in |Mi very complicated question. R 
fitirfy viewed front the outside, or without it 
<*t all its bearings. Moreover, I am afraid that 
the many and far more important matters thaS 
trying to bring to your reluctant attention in 
this question is the only one that stands efctf 
tienal chance o£ gaining your serious oonsi 
of changing your policy, I appeal to you, sir, toj 
children to take their fclace in what I hope will 
tually be a worthy and operative English theatre^ 
* great and real, though silent, unobtrusive, ^ ****** 
educational influence for good on the mass of 
liflh people. I ask this because it tends on the 
promote the welfare of the children themselves; 
it also, most assuredly, tends to bring about a rerifrt 
of Shakespeare and of serious modern drama. I 
the matter to your grave and careful judgment ;'' t" : - 
TJpon the general matter, I think I may claim to 
have made out a case for further inquiry into the con* 
nexion between Popular Education and Popular 
Amusement How is it that concurrently with the 
spread of Popular Education our national taste in the 
theatre has sunk to a level of mere banality, vulgarity, 
and buffoonery, to the general exclusion of all serious 
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Patriotism and 

tainments. But alongside those brutal exhibitions, 
there flourished the greatest drama of all times. 

One might put up with a large amount of tawdry, 
extravagant display and witless vulgarity — treating it 
as mere holiday exuberance — if alongside it we had a 
vigorous, sane, modern drama that addressed itself to 
intelligent audiences. But the music-hall has usurped 
and devastated nearly all the evening leisure of our 
masses. It is our national school of taste and manners, 
and it clearly indicates the level and the drift of our 
Popular Education. 

Consider, sir, what is implied in the fact that the 
groundlings in Shakespeare's day, huddled and noisy 
and uncomfortable, could understand and follow with 
delight the lofty diction of his noblest passages, with 
their swelling torrents of passion and emotion; his rich 
native humour; his pride of patriotism; his deep re« 
searches into the human heart ; his massive portraiture 
of permanent types of character ; his bright wisdom and 
philosophy of life. To the average playgoer in the pit 
to-day, these things are tiresome and dreary, and for the 
most part even meaningless and unintelligible. If 
Shakespeare went out of his way to express his con- 
tempt for the groundlings of his time, how would he 
tax and exhaust his vocabulary of scorn to castigate our 
groundlings of to-day. It may be said that the populace 
of his time went to Shakespeare's and kindred plays 
because there was nothing much else to go to. This 
seems to show the advisability of declaring a close time 
in English theatres, when none but Shakespeare's plays 
would be allowed performance, as I have already sug- 
gested. My old carpenter spoke good English because 
he habitually read the Bible and the "Pilgrim's Prog- 
ress/' and very little else came in his way. At any rate, 
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a very large number amongst Shakespeare's audiences 
must have enjoyed, and must have understood his plays, 
or they would not have been popular. You cannot drag 
people to see plays that do not amuse and interest them. 
How is it, sir, that the common people in Shakespeare's 
day had received an education that fitted them to enjoy 
and appreciate him as popular entertainment, while 
Popular Education to-day seems to fit them to enjoy lit- 
tle but stewed and clotted vulgarity and nonsense, and 
scarcely anything that demands from them a moment 
of serious though t or energy of attention 3 

It is gratifying to learn that you have lately decreed 
that there shall be an annual Shakespeare day in all our 
schools. We may hope that this will lead to such a 
study and knowledge of his plays as will prepare our 
children to become frequent visitors to him in his nat- 
ural homo — the theatre. We should not allow Shake- 
speare to become merely the parchment hobby of text 
correctors, and the convenient peg for scholars to hang 
a reputation upon. We should not even allow him to 
remain merely our dearest and most cherished library 
friend. Shakespeare should be our chief inspirer in ihe 
theatre; our enthralling showman of the deep mysteries 
of human life; our guide through its dark circles, as 
Virgil was to Dante ; at one moment snatching us to the 
brink of shuddering precipes, and holding us breathless 
over roaring gulfs and torrents of passion and madness 
and despair; and at another roystering and carousing 
with us in a jolly tavern; sometimes, with all his ban- 
ners flying, and all his drums beating, and all his trum- 
pets blowing, marching with us to immortal fields of 
glorious battles in France; and again merrymaking 
with us at a village sheep-shearing, or chatting and jest- 
ing with us under the shades of Arden. He should be 
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Ah* sir, do but see what our popular 
htodme under the ravages of Popular Edncatidal 
lagaia rospeotfolly urge upon you that 

anions implications, ia one that calls for 
inquiry from the Minister of Educaiieat 

XE'jw reply that this matter ia one that falls wiih% 
the province of the Home Office, I am aware that in ft* 
larger developments it remains to he dealt with by tfcrfr- 
department And when the times are lees troubled alrfh 
anxious* I hope the Home Office may be brought fe 
see the wisdom, nay the national necessity, of oons& 
aring it At present, with other weightier concerns, it 
must be left in abeyance. But meantime, may not th* 
Minister of Education be invited to lend a hand in 
sweeping away some of the worst abuses of the English 
Theatre, and in making it less of a national reproach 
and disgrace? 

I maintain that merely as an instrument of "general 
education, Shakespeare is the greatest, wisest, and by 
far the cheapest schoolmaster you can appoint For 
with some small and constant encouragement and out- 
lay—a mere drop in the bucket of your annual expends 
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T HAVE finished the task that I set before me 
•*■ I began this letter. I have examined some 
tendencies and results of our present system of Popular 
Education at they appear in the quality of mnbh dt !$§£' 
daily work that is being done by the people, and in tfcfc 
quality of the vast proportion of our popular epeniftg 
amusements. But all through my argument* I hti* 
been constantly reminded that* important aa these mat* 
ters may be in themselves, they recede into a negligible 
background in presence of the lif e-and-death conflict 
which we are hourly waging before a drawn curtain 
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{be liljjisways oil our nation's 
or to cheat ue to uieetruction, 
A'tottd imperative order to your hosts of 
^o ^ right!" or "To the left!" 

j^likEii very devious jorfcy oompass 

education, tut you cannot toll than 

main highway of the nation's safety rtins to 

« to the sooth, to the east or to the west 

of the matters upon which it is, perhaps, life oar 

to get right leadership, one party of our 

soon as the war is over, will he pressing headioogib 

parity and another will he scrambling to the tou% 

^he remainder will he running about the 

lanes of their own choosing. - - v '^ .• 

Ton will claim that the "general" education jpf^^/ 
giving your scholars in history, in economies, «&&,%' 
political science will guide them by and l^ to fora # 
sound opinion upon each question of national iap$^ 
tance as it arises. > •; 

Is that not refuted by our present experience I W)n& 
was the question of transcendant importance for ewwy 
Englishman to consider and reconsider, and to form a 
right opinion upon, from the years 1890 onwaid**-tbe 
question upon whose solution then, his very daily 
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^io^l^^imit at tew than a 
coat* of all kinds. The foffHfofrV 
mosiqy and xesomttoS) the sorrows awl 
no end, ft* insecurities and perils of the 
have beta, vastly diminished and brought into 
manageable OCTrmuwiL if only the s&mnle niltf 
onr elder boys some preparation for the 
country had been adopted in past years, 
forely be no doubt of this, for we had the 
command of the seas* the unbounded natural 
of oar Empire, and the matchless strength and 
of that English manhood which is hourly showing 
invincible. We had it all in large easy 
challengeable supremacy. We needed bat to hold 
right hand ready for its defence, and we could bs*e 
made it sore for long cycles to coma And this we cenU 
easily have done at less than a third of our piosanl woe 
ful costs of all kinds. 

However mistaken and pernicious my proposal may 
be in theory, who can doubt that if it had been pot ittto 
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and Untuned seM-sacrificing spirit, but from 
vision, from lack of guidance, art thou to-day set 
with dangers and uncertainties, staggering 
ing a dreadful path towards that still 
divined of thy treasure, drained of thy 
hut stronger than ever in reserves of steadfiyrt 
anoe, and richer than ever in stores of 

And with right vision, with, right guidance^ ^f^MU^^ 
so easily have forestalled all these frightful ^^^ ^— r 
meats, and bought our national security at a 
of our present debts and losses and suffering*, 
times, on a still night, a quiver of the south-east 
brings to our straining ears a faint, distant thud, B0f0 
like a pulse of the air than a sound, and we kotow that 
two or three minutes ago that muffled pad in the siknee 
wis a roaring thunder crash in Flanders, which perhaps 
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'^^^^^mMMU^ tiirf disorders If we ooold 

not only in omr 
lands, in outraged 
deoraited Khihii> > and in 

stones of her 
i&d rtiined towns/and drew them in al 
beauty and seductive grace; wipe away 
lution of her soil, and plant her stark 
gardens and harvests and homestead*— If 
the red May blossoms are falling on 
and the red blood drops are falling 
Aisne, we could staunch every wound of the 
hade the sharpened pendulum that swings 
towards the entrails of France— If we could 
all the shuddering spectacle that stretches from 
dunes of the North Sea to the po 
a$art and frustrate the great doom that hangs 
nations; tear ont these fool records from the book 
history, and laugh at them as foolish tales of 
money; roll into oblivion all the terrors, wrongs, 
tie*t despairs, crimes, and abominations of these last 
jeers— If we could gather from the clods of Flanders 
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82 Patriotism and 

taught us; and with all their characteristic thorough- 
ness. Our lesson has cost us already some six or eight 
thousand millions of pounds, which may amount to dou- 
ble before we have finally dismissed our teachers. And 
we could have done it for ourselves at a fifth or a tenth 
of the cost! Can it be such a very vicious principle 
that saves us thousands of millions of pounds and the 
best manhood of our country — even if it only does us 
this service once in fifty years or so ; even if its sover- 
eign importance only becomes apparent when we have 
recklessly flouted and denied it, or never becomes ap- 
parent at all to the multitude, because its very opera- 
tion prevents them from seeing the evils it guards them 
against? 

Can it be such a very vicious principle ? Why did we 
not set about instructing our boys in their primary duty 
of defending their country in 1890 instead of 19141 
Who laughs at me for making such a preposterous sug- 
gestion? The carnage and misery and ruin that are 
spread over Europe laugh at him. In those years we 
had in our hands the instrument of our deliverance 
from the worst of our present losses and calamities, if 
we had but perceived the truth of this first principle of 
National Education which I am affirming. But that 
truth had lain so long neglected in the national soul 
that it had become bedridden. Even to-day many of 
our politicians are trying to legislate for the years 
before the war, are still living in a little world of party 
exigencies and opportunities. 

What is of importance for every one of us to remem- 
ber to-day, and this with no thought of useless re-crimi- 
nation, in no spirit of political partisanship, with no 
motive of political gain, but only with a fervent desire 
to find a body of men who will faithfully direct the 
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aims and energies of this nation to large and fruitful 
issues in a world where all will be changed, and where 
all oar old political watchwords and catchwords will be 
as idle as the wagging of gossips' tongues round a vil- 
lage pump a hundred years ago — what is of importance 
for every one of us to remember for our guidance in that 
unknown future, is the fact that, for a generation be- 
fore the war, our politicians of all parties ignored the 
clearly visible portents and the clearly audible muttar- 
ings of the storm that was gathering to shake the earth ; 
ignored them, despised them, or mocked at them ; lulled 
the country into false security; minding only the po- 
litical accommodations of the hour; taking no heed 
of the great permanent laws of national welfare ; fatu- 
ous, flaccid, supine; more blind than Balaam, less wise 
than Balaam's ass, for the ass saw plainly enough the 
threatening angel of the Lord, standing but a few steps 
onward with a drawn sword in his hand. 

Our politicians went their way, pursuing the path to 
national disaster ; busily Betting vote traps for an elec- 
torate muddled and dizzied and uproarious with sips 
and rinsings of "general" education; marketing in 
spurious prosperity; managing our great Empire as a 
factory for turning out social reforms at the shortest 
possible notice ; or as a quack medicine shop with a mi- 
raculous specific for every disease of the body politic; 
or as a universal emporium for distributing bagman's 
bliss and bank holiday liberty to everybody at the low- 
est possible price. 

Some of the social reforms were necessary, beneficial, 
urgent; many of them were the mere whimsies and 
topsy-turvies of fanatical cliques, or grabbings to get 
hold of the national counterpane which covers us all; 
pilferings of the stores of the commonwealth for the 
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the State, and by *h«t>«* r 
*pp0Viaeat larangBS as tne etw 
fatal*? 
But oar pofiticiahs of both partitas 
great national duty, pat it aside; the 

all suggestion 
superfluous, barbarous, 
so^ tommy expensive. Expensive! Besides 
train oar boys in a sober, unoffending, Iwtt 
patriotism, wuuia. nave snown an unwortuy 
and distrust of oar good neighbour, Cfarmany, 
be harboured in gentle, pacific, British breasts. •■':^#^:^: : , 
Why did our politicians neglect and de^ite^ m*i&r**%- 
great national duty all through the years when, 
tile years of our long history, its obligations were 
plain and most imperative, when every movement 
Germany made was a manifest declaration of her 
tent; when every consideration of prudent 
economy, every admonition of the past, and every aih 
gury of the future incessantly called upon them to faHft 
itf Were they so destitute of natural sagacity as to bt 
unable to see that our great Empire and all ourp oss si 
siona were vulnerable, and were unprotected on evwy 
side, and lay at the mercy of any chance outbreak of 
envy or malice t I will not rate their intelligence SOT 
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esoept that of giving a good, 
body who would only tote hard am 

Would you aay that Popular Educatioii 
therein concerned, was nowise accessory to tl 
of that tarislation, or accountable for its iicnlinikni 
blindness; that fheee matters lie outside its domaffr 
sphere of action? Why, then, whs 
hhmder^ng imposture does this same Popular 
turn proclaim itself to be, that teaches 
bra, and teaches nobody the first duty oj 
assures him his daily bread and butter 1 

But I am sure you will allow, nay, you will 
that Popular Education has had, and must have inorjjs 
ing influence in guiding political thought and shaping 
political action; that its ministers^ administrators* 
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of our boys And yeniig 
not to defend their 
lay the fault I I will not be io 
as to imagine that all our minister* 
deeply read in the lessons of history 
trained and experienced in 
Jfafi foniwfi of information at their 
not flatter myself that they were less 
able to form an estimate of the future 
obligations of Hie nation, than a casual 
stand«c4>y from politics like myseK. How, thttd^ 
it that through all those years they 
sealed eyes end ears; nay, they shut their eyes 
plugged their ears; incurably afflicted 
disease, a kind of sleeping in the blood, a kind of 
nees, the disease of not listening, the malady of *0t 
marking? 

Was it not that Popular Education was leav 
shaping political thought and action, and directing 
main course of legislation, not towards the wise, large 
measures which events have proved were urgent tod 
vital for the safety of the nation, and for its ultimate 
well-being and prosperity, but towards measures of class 
and social rearrangement that promised some immedi- 
ate benefit to some section of die new electorate, and 
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without 0m suspecting that it is 
tem, Slid that we are spreading the plagua 

Was not this indefinable malady very rife 
Bouse of Commons daring the years before tie 
X* it not endemic in the precincts of Westminster! 
was it not largely accountable for the blindness 
idpsed the eyes of our politicians to the shadow of 
ooming doom, and to the necessity of preparing a 
ter from it Doubtless this intellectual dishonesty wail 
mainly unconscious. Assuredly, many of our poKtfr 
eians were free from it altogether; Some of them, inr 
deed, if wholly mistaken, were nobly and generoosty 
mistaken. And of the others > let us charitably rappose, 
that in effectively working their party machines to 
bring all these horrors upon us, to cut off our best 
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^^ powers of evasion^ 

^ ^ ^- ^- ■■■■^jijgji|| :jjmrji^ from sixteen to eighteen is not a 

tractable creature, and is fertile in devices of 
irom ip^leeomo iiistoiiction and salutary restraint 
had only half a dozen of them on my hands; you 
have many millions. I hope, sir, your perplexities fft 
dealing with them may not be multiplied in strict p*o- 
portion, to my own. 

Setting aside any economic benefit that your 
may, or may not, confer upon the nation, I readily at 
low that "young persons" of sixteen to eighteen 
often, be far better employed in the study of 
problems of science, mathematics, or philosophy, even 
if Ihey do not understand them, than in giving their 
leisure to the very concrete personal matters that jtre 
apt to allure and absorb the thoughts at that impression- 
able age. Cicero or Euclid is a much safer and more 
desirable companion for recalcitrant adolescence, than 
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in dam loome ontQ they tie eighteen* I will 

yon to give us swan an approximate 

golden hig e sso to the people, But yon would 

to my roughly whether it will he & 

ftpw nuDuma, car a ■^•Vi'ny rain of 

and thirsty land. ProhaMy yon would sbboob it 

aim mind, very loosely and indefinitely, at 

between these two extremes. Let us assess it i&; 

moat sanguine^ moat extravagant mood. As our 

tkm eannot he falsified, let us deal genero us ly 

impoverished nation. Let us nurse the wildest 

let na foodie the rosiest credulities* What good 

sum shall wn my will aeerae to the State from 

instructing all "young persons" up to eighteen, in mat* t - j£j$ 
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CHAPTER IV 

(July— August 1918) 

A League of Nations 

Legislating for the millennium— The prophet M5cah beats 
swords into ploughshares — The prophet Joel counters him and 
beats ploughshares into swords — War and Design in Nature — 
An automatic peace-machine — The philanthropist in Laputa and 
his safety dustbin — Possible material profit from war — Greater 
certainty of spiritual profit — Difficulties of constitution of League 
— The master fact for our statesmen to remember — Germany's 
future attitude towards Britain — Do we not know this nation?— 
The League of Nations a fruitful field for German intrigue — The 
servant girl and the fair young man — League of Nations a fu- 
tility or a danger — Improbability of all the nations being wise 
for all of the time — Dark anarchic forces gathering on the hori- 
zon — Governing the world by a Committee — The war after the 
war — Victories of Peace compared with Victories of war — Eng- 
lish and American commercial practices — A League of Nations, 
sooner or later, causes war — Approaching ground swell after this 
tempestr— Balancing alternations of peace and war through all 
history— A soldier the final custodian of peace — By recogniz- 
ing this we avoid or shorten war — Immediate and remote dan- 
gers of a League of Nations considered- 1 — Hecate and false se- 
curity — War and the dark backward and abysm of Time — War 
and the dark forward and abysm of time — Canute and the fram- 
ers of a League of Nations — American delay in entering the war 
— American mothers and the war trumpets of Europe — Amer- 
ica's unique and fortunate position — Speculation on future of 
American civilization — Four possible future states of world civi- 
lization — The earth littered with combustile matter — The two 
sign-posts. 

WHY, then, dwell upon the past ? And especially 
upon this unfortunate oversight of our poli- 
ticians in not preparing for the war ? Surely the con- 

96 




Popular Education 97 

temptation and discussion of that national error of 
judgment can offer us no lesson or warning for the fu- 
ture; for, as soon as peace is signed, the millennium 
will dawn by the unanimous decree of a League of Na- 
tions. Let us make haste to legislate for the millen- 
nium. Let us, victims of miseries and mistakes through 
all these troublous chapters of our history, take a peep , 
at the end of the book and mid it written on the glow- ' 
ing last page that we shall live happily ever after- 
wards. How like we are to the readers of a tale, or 
the sitters at a play I We insist that the author shall 
give us a happy ending or we will not buy his book. But 
the Author of the book of our fate cares nothing for 
popular approbation and applause. He writes the 
plainest, sternest truths and makes no concession to 
the public taste for honied sentiment and luxurious 
dreams. For every word He writes is assured of final 
universal circulation. Sooner or later He forces us 
to buy every volume He issues ; and always at a price 
that leaps upward, the longer we delay. 

Some natural hopes we must needs indulge for very 
pity of our present state; some fairy pageantry of 
beatitude we must needs paint upon the unsubstantial 
cloud fleece of the future, or we should faint and die 
on this dark, thorny, toilsome road. Who is there that, 
casting one shuddering look on this perverted world to- 
day, does not make one with all its despairing, tortured, 
starving peoples, and throwing himself into the vast, 
kneeling assembly, cry out with them, "An oath! An 
oath I We have an oath in heaven 1 Witness, ye ever 
burning lights above! Never, to the end of time, shall 
thL mad, blundering, accursed murderer, War, again 
work havoc and ruin upon our earth 1" 

That cry has gone up to heaven before. That vow 
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into swords* and pruning- 
^cpn £*aeinsts, if history, or facts, 
to reason could teach them, might 
tfiese opposing movements have continued 
'frith balancing alternations and constant 
reeurrenoe. Did not Voltaire, with his 
expose to his countrymen the miseries and 
and iwiaeless horrors of war I Yet in the next 
tion they were following Napoleon, and laying 
All Europe, having in the meantime proclaimed 
versal brotherhood, and chopped off each other's 
Again oar Pacifists may note that topping off Wap -^, 
and cutting throats is the inevitable sequel to prodwfcy';'^ ^{;: ; 
lag universal brotherhood. And so on till 18St y ^i||^^|^ 
it was fondly imagined that wars would be caused to ^ ' 
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large cucumber frame between two chimneys, and 
playing therein a quantity of Manchester and other J 

waxes. '...' : ^v 

If there is any Design in this universal web of hn* 
man things, War has hitherto been a main and inextrick 
able part of that Design, Its crimson threads run 
through all the tapestry of history, though often they 
are hidden from us under the smiling panorama of 
peace that is displayed. The great loom of Time has 
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4* household tben «Bhrined 

the mandrake* that we hare 
pit off war, conjuring away their 
tnd trsnsfonning then Into the 
Mfloro of the ^ftty"^ through long 
fpaalpeao^l 
Who does not hope for it ? Who would 

fie would he a hold and foolish mail wh* 
dart that the recurrent dream of the 
at last came true after this war; that the 
slaughter, when they drop from our hand^ 
henceforth he packed away in the museum 
nevermore to he used for the torture and 
mankind, hut only to he shown as curiositiAi 
tique relics in the holiday times to coma 
ever men will learn to avoid war, now is 
tahle moment; surely if ever they can devise 
9ing interlocking machine that will automatically 
out perpetual peace to the nations, now is the 
fashion it We are being carried towards a nfcw 
ligation. Who shall say what may, or may noty 
possible amidst new forces that we cannot 
and in new conditions that we cannot realize t It i&gf 
he found possible to construct an automatic peace mfc* 
chine> and it may he found possible to get it to work; 
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hie scheme would oonfer upon 
enthusiasm, and heartily wished him 
eeea» He thanked me, and said that fce 
WQt one safe, and had stored in it a 
doit^ when he found oat that he had 
the total quantity of dart that there was in 
mo r eover, setae evil*disposed persons had 
in Ida safe, and eansed a leakage. However* 
guard against all audi error and malice in the 
When X left Lagado, he was busy planning i** 
lapsiblet impregnable safe, of dimensions and 
suitable to the magnificence of his idea. 

Now if we could but sweep up aH the poiaonow 
and germ-laden filth of greed, hate, intrigue^ 
rivalry, selfishness, discontent, envy, rancour, sta 
jealousy, and ambition that lie Uttering amongst 
nations, and that in times past have bred and festat e ^ ^;,.^ , 
into war— if we could collect it all into one h^lM^^ 
put h into a large safe, and call it "A League efrli^ 
tions" — Ah, if we could ! 

Let us for the time shirk all responsibility for th* 
caprices of future events. Let us cast about, and toy 
to get some anchorage, not amongst the clouds, hut on 
the hard bed rode of reality. Let us get a tight grip 
of unchallengeable facts, and make them surety for 
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from frfl ffry each oiiterf* 
mg -iMi ower s property, jtm am 
dNidttai mtt fow s bate sot often 
in ft material sense^ sin! alto in a 
isa o o osafu l wart If, during the last 
*oalss lAiA have so often hung 
midway between heaven and hell, whigh «t 
hang in their last perilous vacillating 
scales by the addition of some small 

nhv malignant ci T ff r |TW|ri ' j>TiffA had once 
tal decision against us, can we say that 
not have gained an enormous booty of 
tory, power, influence, and future prosperity 
the Germans would not henceforth have bean 
owners of us dispossessed Englishmen, living 
our heritage, and fattening upon the sweated 
our outcast children? Nine thousand million 
is the sum which a German statesman in to-day** 
la calling upon his Government to claim from 
land, besides large slices of the continents, and 
pire. economic extortions. A cruel price to pay 
the neglect of our Popular Educators in the last 
tionto teach our boyB the first duty of citizenship 
price impossible for the Germans now to enact 

Is it quite impossible? How of ton in the last ftw 
years, have there been moments wheq a feather's wei^rff 
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conviction of our race, that wh» 
ine& must needs die to overcome 

But it is claimed Oat this is the 
history of the world when evil will be 
: wfkm mm will he called upon to give 
sistance to it The Germans are a race 
apart. When onoe they are vanquished, it 
that no nation will ever arise in the future to 
*nd devastate the earth. Any little differences 
ion, of rivalries, or oovetings, or selfish aims 
spring up amongst the peoples in the future^ 
easily charmed away by a vote of the 
tions* 

Is each nation to have equal voting power! 
manifestly unfair, and will probably be found 
unworkable. Is each nation to have voting 
proportion to its population? Again, it is 
unfair, and will make the small nations of little or 
account Is each nation to have voting power 
|ng to the armament it places at the disposal ol 30p 
League? Who is to allot the size and 
each individual armament? To include or to 
Germany seems to be equally undesirable, and 
obstructive to the safe and honest working of 
To the nations whom she has pillaged and devastated 
and murdered, Germany will for a generation be as in* 
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Wly ahouH we think tint 
'Hint Granted that wn gun ft 
▼iotory, tad Hot we build npi 
•wry aide against fatal* German 
fltED he confronted with ft virile^ 
scheming nee of some serenly miDioBHL 
f ff^wMwifc Tn ^^i^ i pur pos e as iio people 
tad nersing against its conquerors ft sullen, 
able hate and study of revenge. Doea any 
that this will not be ids dominant 
German mind, the driving force of 
action, after defeat! He claims thai the 
instincts and passions of mankind wfll 
upon the signing of peace. He elaii 
are endowed beyond all other nations i 
attributes of forgiveness^ benevolence^ and lovinK 

§ to enemies* 

[be mora complete our victory, 

enforce the military and eooi 

necessary for our fntora peace and security, 

re sorely we may reohm that a deep^ fioree 

jer, hate, and revenge will be hotly 
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$» spiled. Nay, we are 
ones^ in order that the 
without delay. 

I)o we not know this nation! Qt, 
yet to learn, will it not be that ahe 
of perfidy, cruelty, and 
have yet explored f Who can dooef^; 
lie gain the complete and decisive 
car resolves and energies are ben t wh o 
lor long years to come, Germany's mswier 
be an intense, stealthy, ever-watchful 
tions that have defeated her ; and chiefly 
who most of all barred the path of her 
future and permanent interests lie nearest te 
most opposed to hers, and are most easily 
the creeping wiles of her penetration t -* 

We may deplore the continuance of 
after the war. It will be most unwelcome^ 
desirable; and terribly disconcerting to the 
wire-pullers of the millennium. We may do 
in our power to allay and avoid it But it will 
Amidst our surrounding uncertainties, it is one 
tilings that is fixed and sura Amidst the 
this wild upheaval, it is one of the things upo* 
we may build. It should be a guide and key to 
present and future policy. At our peril shall we 
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shall modi lor he* stattrity, let her 
to the society aad frifllidflhipi 
sign has the ^^ 
of any such change of natuwi, w of 
it! AU the omens point the other 
the 110m cornea of the wanton sinking 
pital ship and the wanton murdttr <rf 
us not deceive ourselves. Letns 
eration after the war, the masfcft passkai 
man nation will be a resolute, abiding 
land. It cannot be otherwise. 

How will that hatred express itself t 
force, and doubly disarmed by poverty, 
be incapable of open, active aggression, 
ergy of her hatred will be employed in 
us. Do we not know this nation? Do we not 
ber with what patient, sleepless, subtle 
wove her net around us before the war/ tffi d&r 
and all our world interests were fast strangled 
web? That same super-cunning will surely 
actively employed against us after the war, 
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i^i5e«^1ii& pe^pe of the world for 

Bet the advocates of a League 

satisfied with nothing teas than the initaat 

abolition of war from the planet, sad the 

establishment of perpetual universal peace, 

argument is that because perpetual univeni) '; 

so enviously desirable, so obviously 

terest of the nations ) therefore some r«-^ 

invented to secure it And a League 

the only means that they cab imagina ^ 

That perpetual, universal peace is desirable^ 
questions. But many things are desirable that 
from being possible. ;. 

In all future events whose course cannot be 
foreseen and demonstrated, in all the large mi 
unknown that stretches before us, the masses 
kind believe what is most pleasing to them, what 
them moat comfortable for the moment 3 
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wist, in the last resort, be 

of international t^ 
to provoke dimension and general 
sola* future time! For be it 
league of Nations is to secure its avowed 
a perpetual barrier against war, one bre*d| 
Warits may possibly let in tie devouring 
single failure will prove it to tor a dangorodi 
£ bastion built of pasteboard. Is not the 
misery and devastation of the present war, 
to the fact that England for half a eetotaigf 
pasteboard bastions to defend bar empire! " ^ 

What are the chances that a League of 
be perennially successful in ensuring peace 
parade of international troops? For if those 
tional troope are ever employed in actual 
against the disturber of the peace, what is that 
Use the exact means of securing peace which the 
nations are using at this present moment t 
the commotion that will ensue, the conflicting 
of the nations should happen to' shift to a fabfy 
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£a ittutdliag them* much 
fit tf^ iKniiilmif irf tiriiff natiftn V thuliums 
tlMrt i&aalrfiid will learn many Yalnabla 
wir; bat let us not, bemuse wp bave 
medieval robber stronghold in Central 
tint therefore all democracies will in the 
their relations with all their neighbour* from 
standpoint of an miselfish regard for all 
boors? interests. 

In the twilight of our present uncertainties, 
est foresight would hesitate to number or to 
forces that are stealthily gathering in the 
the future. What are those dark forms 
across the horizon yonder— just there, where 
rage of the millennium throws up its faint 
hate — gesticulating wildly, with confused 
cries, and goading themselves into action t 
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in the achievement of the nobtait 
that the coming commercial war 
to its combatants, any such purging and 
of their natures, any such kindling i 
and to die at the highmost pitch of nnselfiA 
aid to win the heavenly prize for 
warded devotion to duty? 

Peace hath her victories no less renowned 
hut their winding does not stir and sting our 
their finest responses, or nerve great multitudes 
dure agony and martyrdom in deadly wrestle 
powers of darkness, or leave the hearts of men 
with exultant remembrance of conquest over 
and f ortressed eviL Victories of peace bring 
and comfort and happiness to mankind, but 
in righteous war sow rich lattermaths of 
iafaction, and harvests of spiritual profit 
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feereial methods and practices, 
jw^j ckim that, as human nature is 
oompare very favourably with most 
There is certainly a greater proportion of 
in London and in New York, than 
Sodom from destruction. Bat 
where seems to he necessarily leavened witi^ 
dishoneety, greed, and cunning selfishness* " 
contemplate^ with any satisfaction, the 
cation of the greater part of mankind to i 
and commercialism, human life everywhere 
more mechanical, more uniformly prosperous 
and smug, dwarfed down to standards of 
fort and competence f The spirit of man loses 
est impulse^ loses its wings if it stays too long 
mom nest of material prosperity. On both sidris 
Atlantic, amongst men of high repute and grmt 
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of faith in hickv <jha *y?ft . and still 
hood of faith in the constant and nni 
of mankind, to suppose that such a 
of btiman affairs will be realised without war 
the nations. It needs much hardihood of faith 
pose it will he realized without war between 
And surely, if it is desirable to prevent 
tween nations, it is equally desirable to 
shed between classes. Since, however, the 
Nations does not concern itself with the 
vention of a widespread class war, let us for 
leave it out of our calculations. 

Let us suppose that the League of Nations, 
out a long lapse of years and many generations, 
fulfilled the most ardent desires of its 
coverings and passions of the forty-six 
ruled out of order by the decisions of our 
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nam rip© and certain to lead to a 
ing war? Yet some «tch general eondi 
inns^ be the inevitable result of a League 
If its operations are continuously successful , 
its advocates indicate any definite possible 
without postulating that the fundamental i 
naasiona of humanity will change, and thai 
became a creature of so different a nature 
aehraa thai no prognosis can be made about 

Again, I do not assert or believe that 
ever arrive at such a general condition of 
an onus lies upon the projectors of the 
tions to tell ua what other development* are 
what other goal they expect to reach, and, vrfam 
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lor it any stability, 
of &* world forces that will meet 
v: Xm oao thing of sovereign surety 
to keep in. mind as a guide and director 
neat national policy, is that die longer 
^Nations works snocessfullv. the nearer 
the approach of War . For by Hs very o 
to faring about a state of prosperity 
advanced nations, a period of temporary 
and c om promises amongst finally i 
ests, and an over-reaching surplus of 
are of themselves the sorest provocations fee 

This law of balancing alternations of peepf 
can be traced through all past history, 
eidenoe has often been obscured by the 
decr e es of kings, and the mistakes and follies 
men. May we not claim that the present war 
Ha alternations? For though the German 
may be the last monarch who will strut ami 
bluster oat blasphemy to inflame his people 
destruction, the German nation will not be 
nation to demand a larger place in the eon 
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who E*re hitherto ruled ■/«£ 
In their pursuit of the {fajtant 
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am$itkms> or hope*, or varieties 

the combative instincts of our 
V (ttfvvit us from reaching anything 
a state of equality. And these combative 
always find their exercise alternately in* 
meroe^ and in a war of arms. The longer 
danee round and round the mulberry bosh 
peace, the more Hksc 
long into the slough 

careless circla The final responsible custody 
will never be the international lawyer, the 
the nseacher. the hpy* MiH*rla i n 
always the soldiers. '. : W.^ 

This need not prevent us from doing all w* 
postpone the intervention of the soldie 
moment, to dispense with his services 
possible, to make his Visits as rare and 
mane as may be, and to give him his earliest 
when _ 

an occasional necessity, is not to acclaim it as ft 
ing, or to sanctify it as an idoL The surest *^f 
avoid die worst evils and horrors of war, is to be 
when they are lurking 
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If we eooH convey ourselves to AJ>. 
ing backward, see spread oat before us the 
world's history for the past ten thousand 
woven into one continuous whole, should w# 
while the first five thousand years up to 
sprinkled red all over with bloodstains of 
nations, the last five thousand years wen 
white roll of unstained perpetual peaeef 
find that the same breed of human kind, with 
passions and instincts, and living under the swnfc 
manent natural laws that provoke them to 
rivalry and strife— that this same breed of matt, 
had scarcely allowed one of the first five thousand 
to pass without some rupture of peace, 
a certain date about 1920 renounced all their 
impulses and habits^ reversed all the momentum 
past, threw up their weapons, placed themeehtes 
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tbari into unity and gave them die seepto-e 
war matched that soeptrfc from their has 
thfcir prida, and gave their heritage to their 
kss civilisation* have sprung up through all 
all quarters of the globe, differing strangely ii 
customs and manners^ and in their forma efE 
and art. War has largely framed their codes^ 
the corner stones of their institutions War 
been buqy inspiring literature, designing 
dress, giving laws to architecture. War hM 
the cradle of every civilization, and pushed it 
grave. A thousand forms of religion have 
torn held sway over the spirit of man, from 
superstition to the latest refinements of 'HI 
ity. War has alternately been the protector awl 
stroyer of each of them, sometimes its im 
ter, more often its ready servant The priests ojf 
creed have blessed their country's banners* and 
their crusades. 

That is what we see when we lode into the dark 
ward and abysm of time. ;f yq 

If we could lode into the dark forward and abysm 
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*» angry wavea fttbaidd at that biddiafi " : v ,vvk^ 
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§hA thankful to be oat of it: and to stand 
nhiivTi fflimo to mediaftev 2STo other 
to Americans. 
Bit; efforts thegf had not willed or foresee^ 
to come and take their part 
refused. It shocked all their stock 
thought; it violated all theft 
conduct; it mocked at all their 
ideals. They would have none of it 
The summoning, clamouring war 
rope blared oat another furious call. 
American mothers to a counterblast With 
Maternal emotion! but with grievous poverty 
impulse, they chanted back to the 





I did not raise my darling boy to be a soldier; 

I brought him up to be my pride and Joy. 
I will not let him wear a musket on his i" 

To kin some other mother's darling boy. 
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So sang the American mothers two years ago, 
their darling boys to their bosoms. But He 
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spaces with greedy competitors* 
Bedded to oo?et territory from their 

they hare tfoay* bid mora of their 
could occupy. K*tar h*s a nation UttA 

• time in rfrnwHtftanfi/n to far onr aMe l> 
p«m»ati?e to war. la it any wosukr 

V and with wide spaces of e&xnr- 
_ their national energies free Se0]i6t 
Confirmed themselves in the notion thjit 
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XT^ln^dtfi ktti nMsi. to influence a&dl 
' W^l 4Gjgrp6 of civilization, without 

tod absorbing them in 
Haikm* have not improved tMr 
conditioiis, and advanced in th$ 









^ M t tf yfog w^*na *fe AawiaAigfti It ia true 
kara grown and progressed in the in 
bat it haa been by mesqa of the already 
subjection of other races* whom they have 
to mingle and multiply with them, and mak$< 
posite people. When a nation haa stayed 
own borders and merely multiplied, it has not 
in civilization. It has settled down to i 
spiritual stagnancy and decrepitude, as in 

By a lucky accident, that will never 
to any people, Americans tumbled into the i 
q£ a vast, unclaimed continent, where every 
seemed favour able for perpetual peace. But 
could be masters in it, they had to fight 
fore -they could possess it, they had to subj 
wellnigh exterminate the Indians; before theqr 
establish themselves as a great power, free to 
their own ideals, they had to wage a long and 
war amongst themselves. And to-day, America* 
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4&& begin to lay the 
on 1bi* wreckage of 

hate I watched andw*»dA*edf 
Jfc&ddered a Rttie, at that rast imocmtlfr 
and material prosperity, n&frj£ 
'.Mtoreii hy meant of fortynrtoriod iky? 
contempt the lees oonspioiicfiia 
apiree of one or two ihrarchee oow^ 
itotMii'ity beneath them! • ; ^ 

%Q1 work surprising changes in IfctH* 
will it not work even mow sorpri* 
and more plaatie etYilisatialr 
it not break mjmy of the ordinary 
thought, give tiie nation near mee* 
i vahiee, and set ita face towarda a new 
f The impetoa of Tnagnanimooa m? 
•acrifioe in thia conflict, will hbt 
Conflict cnd% but will carry Janeticst 
o» ail gvoa* wowa morementf ttom 
She haa been finally called to> 
1$ian thai aha had ebbeen fair hereiU^ 
destiny be aa strangely unlike, ift 
ivhttt her rtatwiiiii i y anbouoe and 
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tifcgr will eagerly pot faith in any 

to Ibsttfe them against a future 

less* for a long immediate future^ acr 

enough to carry a lighted 

cmktaring passion* and je 
How of its neighbour* 

Bot if ne examine the argument!? 
Iieague of Nations, we find that it* 
most part ignore all the difficulties of 
and the yet greater and ever-increasing 
working it If they admit these 
no solution of them, and are content with 
hope or assertion that they may or will be 
The sole reason that they give for forming thflijf 
is that it is eminently desirable. So 
eeem to them that, by hook or by crook, it 
made practicable. And the sole security that 
offer for its lengthened success is their opinion 
rivalries, ambitions, and enmities of all the 
races — those combative instincts and passions 
kind which, in all times past, have been the 
forces in the world's economy, and which are 
a period of great activity — will, as soon as this 
over, die down, and be absorbed in an amiable 
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civilisation than tfnv thft 
is bv Ho wo*^ certain* 

jii^^ lesari 

fobbed of many of the graoes wd ^ fl y f^* of 
robbed of leisure and distiration and 
Ifeation where the artist will be murdered 
fl hiro ww This may be only a transitory 
less we take care, we shall make this world a 
place to live in. Who would not rather live in 
don of Dickens than in one of the two 
fifty thonsand model houses which the 
proposing to build — that is> if the new 
can release a sufficient number of stout young 
and carpenters from the urgent necessity of 
all about Cicero. 

To return. Whatever form and complexion 
proaching civilization may take> we may be 
that we shall soon find it to be something quite 
ent in many of its larger aspects and tendencies, 
anything that we may now consciously design, or 
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in all tite past 
fatt iaster statea of cmiuatum 
and are scarcely distinguishable from 
national policy and gezferal legislation 
suitable to one of them will be mainly 
oilier. y;'S|fe 

Except these four, no general state < 
saltan is possible, or even conceivable* 
four atatea must issue from our present 
meet the demands and exigencies of one of 
general states, the statesmen < . ,. ; 

must begin to shape their foreign policy a* 
this war ia ended. Which of these four stated 
likely to issue from our existing circumsti 
Judging from all past history, and from, 
and passions of mankind aa they f are at this 
displaying themselves, does it 
the highest degree that the first of these states efl 
civilization will be realized t Is it not ahnoat 
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A great weight of public opinion is 
our national policy shall he shaped npoa 
that the future world-civilization will he 
or the second of the states I have 
war will be entirely abolished either frortt 
within some easily measurable compass of 

And the permanency of this wholly 
world-civilization is to be assured by Hie 
and decrees of a League of Nation*. W* 
perience of the working of such a tribunal, 
as we may have gained from the disastrous 
the Hague Conference to prevent this war, "' 
the ominous fact that it tied our hands and 
feet in the early stages of the conflict All 
meters of a League of Nations allow that its 
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in writing this letter to you, a^ 
•o many matters that are outride jtm 
earn and jurisdiction, that I feel some 
to you, sir, for continuing to address yo# 
arouse I can offer to myself, is thai your 
merely an honorary one, and that, aa I 
at the start, you axe not under the leaat 
pay any attention to me. But I have an 
piekm that, unless I can detain you aa an 
heater, I shall he left entirely without an 
This is what has happened to me in respeot 
hate written about the English drama. For 
years I have begged my countrymen to tak* 
ligent interest in their thetffere, to make it a 
wise amusement instead of a child's toyshop 
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eMponnders of variegated 
x A S VH n ^y Still lie read on, ima 
to - ifce^immttnable indifference of the 

tfWt a growing sympathy with 
griariflMTy* The decay of a living 
England had placed him in even more 
•tanees than the decay of a living 

And his response to the 
was the same as my own — an 
vital of the troth to unheeding ear*. I 
Ihnefy compassion for him that I had for 
fellow feeling moved me to lend him some 
I would occasionally loiter for a few minutes to 
the solitary recipient of his ministrations, 
him, I hope, some faint impression of having 
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I must admit that his elocution was 
being scarcely above the level of what is usually 
in fashionable West End theatres; But if his 
was deficient, his matter was excellent, He 
choose, first perhaps a chapter from Tfrymanfr 
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disclaimer of any intention 
or capture your appro bat ion • I 
again at the crow road* whore the tfro 
posts stand, the one pointing our people to 
alism, the other to Patriotism. 

Before the war, there was in all 
increasing number of men who persuaded' 
that the rivalries and enmities and conflict^ 
of the nations, might be smoothed and finally 
in a general amiable Internationalism, by the 
wiBs of all the peoples. It was so obvious 
working classes of aH countries had more to 
seizing and dividing the large stock of accom 
Hal in the world, than by fighting amongst 
to destroy it> that nothing more was needed fob 
them on this track, than to point oat to them 



«SV../?, r v. V 



>£■**= >**• I 



&£ 






> '. . . 4t 

'J' 
■>- - t 












J 4 ' .* f 



*v# 



.»: y 






w<i 



W:-}^ 



ip^$LMt' ;>* 






Wfy^:$MMr* 



j&^&%fftB& 



• • H. 



*M^^'^ 






%#ik* 



ifefe 



*\\ 



"►».* 



►^ 




>>•<-■ ■-.' ^ft**^^" 



I 




-i-t 












•***^i***' 



.kvv», .=■ 



-fc#^"*£ 






M 



>V*svim 



■'<..-/' ■■-••;■, 












\mM 






■i ■ .;i^f 



* •- &jfr**y&'& t vw'sfc ^fvjrt'&p** *:*- 



* **?* m> V'Q&IW:???™* 



W. 



?f»T>r r ?* , ^jv 



Fnr 



it^/-™* 



... 1 jy- 



*" » < >if 



« 



' ^mIjbjb 



r r - 



-.-. r 



-* 



'V/.*^ 



:'A.\',< 



'* ff 



'••♦ 



"*t vt. V- 



'*••>-» 



itf" 






:»*?. 



■•:*».■♦. 






i? *■ 



. ,-•"..• 



,«-: 



l^v 



-A*' 



&>i&£- 



•«-.. '-%£ ^V 



'HiMZM* 



■i&$%">. 








lljllht 



'$ 



same 
lusiotL &t vaccination* or the 
eorselves hold t The good 
wprapi renews coma never oe 
actttd guns and swords, the dear 
Aide with them, were fighting and 
of the world with words and theories 
ww$t the day should oome when the good 
and oiir comrades over there were 
their swords in our breasts, they 
^mn in flat defiance and fall upon our 
tal militarism would slink away baffled 
That anything else could happen was in 
would upset all our plans. Therefore let 
notioe of the fact tj>at Germany is arming; 
man. We may safely leave it all in the 
good Scheidemann, for does he not hold 
ions as ourselves? 

And most opportunely to confirm our 
further our plans, a writer appears, who, 
inost irrefragable arguments, proves that 



i»>*i*>--:V- 



-$w 



*m 



• • 




• * '. 



• - • 



4 
* 




il 



# 4 










mm%s 




'1 - 

5*v v- 



■^K4&,«*- 
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'US in proof of 
his own suspicions were aroused, and 
alara at what he saw and heard 
ewnates. But ahaU that move him to give 
as it timely caution to his countrymen, 
their guard? No! he will continue to 
and honeyed messages of conciliation, 
assurances of peace. Nor n$ed we much 
to ask whether the indestructible label that 
fasten upon him will be "Dupe of 
luder of England." 

But hero he comes, fresh from Germany, 
tie harbinger of loving communion between 
nations, who, with his superior knowledge of h 
benign intentions towards us, shall quickly 
mouth of this tiresome, garrulous veteran. 



*j&£\* 



\<£^'. 



ix&i 



r 



rj" 



■■■ ■ o. 
) ? ■ ''If 

■ > ■*■ 



'V*:* -T^/' 









1 



y^;/^^)*^ 



'•>•>{ .•<;-•>'• 




Wzm 



« 



&£» 



l^. 



r«! 






•V: 






. '•'■ -■ •* r -, -v ■-■ 






^s$^^ 










!$£ 



#S^ 



«-;, ;.^ C-.; Tj£.f 



to 



^tar 






*2 



J^i.V 



& 



^ 



> r' 1 '? t'«- 








&&*> 






YMMtOBta -ioyr ' S8> ' 



1 W0; 



■:rr-J 





m 



tdnreryf Shall that bo * reascm for 



'*v/i$ 



And tie rest of us, who had ah*' 

social and 




m& :: %'-/ 



tbepcessing needs of the people— what 
Ote opiniona f For it seems that the 
the people are for guns and shelly and 

have all along counselled them to do 
our opinions^ though they were exactly 
conditions and circumstances that ire 
at all suited to the conditions and 
which we find ourselves. 

Such an admirable, well-oonsidered set 
too! And enforced by such a wealth of 
gument, and such a powerfully organised 
would be a pity to waste such a valuable set 
after all the trouble we have taken to form 
we must own they are out of accord 
and distressing facts. When our homes 
bombed, and starvation is possible, when die 
threatened with invasion and pillage, Pi 
comes a temporary duty. And we will 1 
that duty to our uttermost This need not 
from running our opiniona alongside of our 
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tb« aioendancy of power with 
ftriooa shades and forme of Sooialim 
alism* None of them could agree in 
a tn w tfre schema. Bat they all agreed 
social s tr uc t ur es of the various nationa 
be broken down, and the present forma of 
destroyed, or rendered tributary to the 
of some sort of International Oangrea% 
rule the civilized world in future. \y$ 

This was the avowed aim of the Socialists 
nationalists; and the Liberal party, from 
oies of its position, was driven to lend them 
countenance, and more or less to adopt their 
We may say that the whole of the variegated, 
party Was working towards Internationalism, 
many of them may not have been aware of 
nation. It was not only the Germane who 
paring to dominate the world, and to enforce 
men upon it The Socialists and In 
also preparing to dominate the world, and to 
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women and children f And to-day fb* 
maan ia M^«fag tJi% the Socialist*' c^ 
U4 who hold the same opinions a* . 
ing Us otlmng the cause of prolonging 
war. He fastens the guilt of continued 
TJsl A man whom we had embraced in 
mnnion of International brotherhood! 
damning accusation against TJs! We are 
pointed in Scheidemann. He is not the 
him to be. For when it comes to the push, 
own beloved country instead of backing 
opinions. How shall we ever arrange the 
liking, if men will go on backing their oftr* 
against our opinions! And just aa we 
accepted aa permanent political gospel by 
vanoed thinkers of all classes in aU civilise 
How is it that facts have played us such m 
trick? How is it that they have so obstinate^ 
to conform to our opinions! 
In aU the affairs of life where the 
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imwmsi'y instincts as maternity 
that like than, it lias 
maternity, it often shows itself absurd* 
reasonable, unjust, unscrupulous* 
often shows itself stupid, bigoted* 
thought and in practice. And beyond 
often has an offensive blatancy and 
are all its own. Patriotism is 
with these faults. But ugly as they 
these faults are like those of m 
shadows and inversions, the seamy side of 
And accordingly we find that Patriotism 
able and necessary to the vigorous health and 
of a people, Nature seems to be carekea 
faults and excesses she binds up with it 
tional character. 

But if Patriotism is valuable and neoessa 
pie, Justice and Humanity and the keeping 
great commandments are still more valuable 
sary. For unless these are reverenced and 
human society falls to pieces. Only in the 
these are reverenced and practised, does any 
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not m^pradpngly sympethue 
m aifaii ftf hnr sons far Ireland! 
ttare, who would not, if it i^ere oa 
it to the full, give Ireland the curw 
destiny, and pityingly, reluctantly 
to drift or crash to her doom! 

But there ia the map. The ti 
be wrenched asunder. And there a 
aide who cannot be stifled, or betrayed 
and extinction by the foes of their own 

Every Hcnne Rule Bill that has yet bean 
now clearly seen to have been unw 
meat of farther disagreement a 
will we now concert some new 
cessions, and paper obligations, and j 
mises and instalments of progressive 
yet one more unworkable abortion to breed 
fusions and dissensions between 
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4lftfriEfeMrtir wurt of the burden* 
inft fistedly love, 
reed? hshk. must steadfastly, 
deal out #^fr^ f M*F*frky 
sham pacification, with their 
tfee hearts of both nations. 

TTitMeciii, sister ya^ Vtf wu nt 
Tene, and jet meet dearly laved, 
*H this human family, will yon i 
treatment of yon in years that hare long 
deep abasement, deeper than yi 
heaped np higher than we heaj 
that we injured and oppressed 
and yet do supplicate your 
year wounds that our hands have made, 
your tears that we caused to flow. 

That sacred fire of never-dying love 
try— we would not quench it, Kathleen. We 
contain it on its own hearth, that it may not be 
by these outside, wild world gusts and spread 
till it burns down both our homes. 

Old things have passed away. In this new 
world, we need each other's love and support 
need we have of you, Kathleen, for greater 
have of us. 
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174 Patriotism and 

within three years of self-government, you will be 
using that same dagger with deadlier effect to stab 
your own flesh, than ever you used it against us. 

Frustrated and defeated already, are all your schemes 
of independence even before you have laid them; mil- 
dewed is every harvest that you shall raise, even before 
you have sown its seed; your looms shall not weave, 
and your ships shall not sail; your harbours shall not 
be built, and your coasts shall have no commerce but 
with the winds; a lonelier desolation shall creep over 
your hills, and decay shall be a more ruthless invader of 
your cities, than ever were your English foes — the grass 
is already growing in their streets; and Penury, 
Squalor, and Misrule are appointed their chief magis- 
trates. This is the heritage of Separation that you claim 
from England. How can we add to the wrongs we have 
done you in past centuries by giving you Separation 
Today? 

Kathleen, sister Kathleen, there is but a narrow 
stretch of sea between us. Will you for ever persuade 
yourself that it is an ocean, wider and angrier than the 
Atlantic, and never to be crossed? Will you not at 
last, Mavourneen, show us a most noble forgiveness, 
and let us find our way to you across that narrow sea, 
with loving kindness, and help and reconciliation, with 
assuagement and obliteration of the past ?. 

Patriotism is not wholly a matter of race and of 
country, though it draws its richest nourishment from 
the blood of its fathers, and throws its deepest roots 
into its native land. We, who were born amongst the 
meadows and hedgerows of England, may delight more 
in mountains and heather, but the wildest and sublimest 
scenery never takes such a hold upon our hearts. There 
are passages in Shakespeare that only an Englishman 
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can fully understand, and some that give a relish of 
homely interpretation only to those who are native in 
his neighbouring soil and air. Even to-day there are 
many common folk among the South Midlanders, who 
have a kinship with Shakespeare, and an intimacy of 
approach to him, which is denied to scholars and com- 



An incipient form of Patriotism springs up in every 
village. The inhabitants of Little Pedlington have an 
inborn contempt for the inhabitants of Great Pedling- 
ton; while the dwellers in Great Pedlington are filled 
with derision for the dwellers in Little Pedlington. 
East Gawkham lives ia simmering feuds with West 
Gawkham, and prides itself upon its higher level of 
morality. West Gawkham returns the antagonism of 
East Gawkham, and brags of the finer achievements of 
its cricket club. There is little enough to justify these 
boasts of local superiority, for the morality of East 
Gawkham is deplorable, and the cricketers of West 
Gawkham are a team of contemptible amateurs. But in 
any matter that concerns the interests of their common 
county, all these four villages will stubbornly unite 
against the adjoining county. For counties, too, have 
their local Patriotism. 

These incipient Patriotisms have their excesses and 
absurdities, which it is to he hoped that Popular Edu- 
cation and Internationalism will eradicate in the course 
of ten thousand years or so. Meantime, let us take note 
that these instincts are not the prejudices of mere yo- 
kels, but are part of the common heritage of humanity. 
They begin in the family itself, for though we may fall 
out at home, we stoutly defend our kinsfolk from any 
interference or aspersion by our neighbours. If we 
watch ourselves, we shall find that we are all guilty of 
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ejrwoo and country* When we are toQft 
people ana the land of our birth) otnti 
to throw oat tendrils towards the folk 
of our adoption, and we end by 
entire loyalty and devotion. This 
ism is always liable to suspicion, both 
Nevertheless, it baa constantly gton 
proof of its staunch and incorruptible 
f oatdr motherland. America may be 
die has overcome the formidable threat of 
struction to her cause, and that the vast 
citizens of German descent have 
dared their attachment to her flag. r'^M 

Surely if this war has proved anything, it 
the reality, the vitality, the indestructibility 
ism. It has everywhere shown itself to be 
sive instinct, the governing force that loads 
into effective unity, that moves and 
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itm sad tile builder, but 
the physician. The pi 
tones his treatment to 
ftidfridual body under his care* 
as he can coax a response from the 
tibat body. It is the vital forces with** 
work its repair. 

So the social reformer is s neoeoaftd 
derstands the infiinitdy complex laws thai 
growth and development of the body 
he tunes his treatment to present condition^ 
in the measure that he can draw a r e sp o nse 
living indwelling moral and spiritual forces. ^ 
moral and spiritual forces within a nation 
work its regeneration. If these are decayed 
bund, the social reformer will get no 
though he may have applied the correct 
is like the doctor in "Tristram Shandy" who 
patient the right medicine, but the man 
ought not," said the doctor. 

All this is well understood by practical 
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sin and imoortanee: some of them 
pestilential; some of them new 
built; many of them did and 
down, having been repaired, and 
and altered to suit the convenience 
owners in the past generations. Thee* 
erally inhabited by families of 
and degrees of relationship; rich, pocnr; 
respectable, disreputable ; with divers 
pensitiee, means of livelihood, mental 
parities, morals, religions, casts of 
gles, complexions. 

Owing to these great diversities, there 
more or less strife and disturbance in the 
occasionally there was brawling and 
streets; especially as the acreage of the paxHh; 
ited, both for agricultural and 
was perpetual wrangling over the most 
and most fertile fields, inasmuch as many of 
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L iipidfidi^ 'jcnif - .emir va^NM^hliOflw Iitiiliii 
in ceaseless anxiety and alara abdttt 
iitat# of affairs is intolerabla" 

These remarks wen received with 
lor pertainly the town was in a vmf 
dition, aid most of the inhabitants were 
ions for a radical improvement, 
iota. 

"Yon oppress and ill-treat your 
tinned. "In some houses they axe lodged 
healthy rooms, and half starved," 

This was quite true, and drew frantic 
the servants themselves, for many of them 
reason to think themselves ill-used. And 
who wen very well off, and had all reasonable 
were quite ready to be convinced that they 
folly underpaid and downtrodden. Indeed 1$ 
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Im in provide forty-six separate 
pttdEbrm a vast amount of 
lmis of approbation from the 
ringing cheers) — "Drudgery that 
usoosssry ix we wece all msmooiES mC 
hold." 

Ino emitermiit among the sevtaiile 
plan that Mr. Fervent Impoeeiblist _ 
ao desirable to them, that without wail 
diaelooe any further particulars, they 
groups to diaooaa how they could pot it 
execution. 

"Mow I propose/' continued the orator, 
dean sweep of all this prejudice and 
ing between different families, all this quite 
envy and hatred and greed, all this ill-usage of 
all this economic waste and misery — I p rop o s e 
ish it all from this time forth. Let us pull 
rotten old tenements, these nests of family 
selfishness, these breeding places of jealousy 




.4- <Y&£ 



& 



;U : 



«--r?'" 



[&*#*$ 



f^fe 






^^/^v-";'- 



§8 

ii 1 • 



4. 




A&£ 



rt»* ^r.f* 



v ^ 






sai-*j 



:■? -■'' 
-'*."■■ • 














Bria Hat ewnuiL Aft th w ^ *' ww tM fc t ^ 
And those fotmed tlie atott &MLiaf&7» 






**■"»» 



•0800 




'—las. 







r.v 



.-"f jS># 




{*;&£• 



ssftW^ 









m§**f&^: '-*' 






-- ■* ' ■ fey'"** 8 '' 






;^*;^ 



[ 5fc^^&^&< 



&r#* 










$Hv ; 



x# 



n 






.-vvt*- 



i#&. ; 










cease tQI the town iftitf 
of food in ft frd bw* 

J* 




,&SY v 



;^*-. 






Wtmjy and privation lor all the. 

towered the most, and endured A© 
came to light, that at aa 
many of the cunning 
teeing trouble and disturbance ahead, 
to their homes, and had stolen the&o* jgl 
and as many of the necessaries of life, aa 
hands upon, and had hidden them in 
against the time when they might be in 
a very unsociable proceeding on their part 
they offer any better defence for it, than tfte 
ease that they did not wish to starve. Howere 
to tide many of them oyer the time of cruel 
misery that followed the riot, and that lasted 
after it had been quelled; whereas the 
left without any resources, suffered extreme 
and many of them perished miserably. 
After some months of the greatest 
anoe, the town settled down into comparative 
orderly life. Those families whose housea 
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can be readied, or even that any 
towards it, until four-fifths of na 
footed habits and propensities our 
thinking, our social and moral 
^Jifffi^ our facial ^vgl"*) and oat 

TTrt«rp nt imift1ifltfo uriH doubtieSB ihffi 

not aft present propose to establish annipM: 
eminent that will arrange and direct th* 
There axe many degrees and kinds of 
The term covers widely differing sets of 
its discordant votaries were pressed togjbw'^ 
nition of its meaning, most of them would 
ply with the unquestioned authority of 
ty himself, "When I use a word, it meant 
I choose it to mean — no more and no lees** 14 
These varying sects of Internationalize, 
or less allied, and are in some eases 
varying and discordant sects of 
ista» The general ■cJ»**tm* and *? m of thent^ 
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can any effects?* 
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mankind, without great tod wide 

igfft ill cilnnorin, 
fwpfc -ifWvffiMjfNi dsstrootion and aiiavoB&§: 
of torrents of blood, compared with 
that ifl now flowing might be a mmm 
blind self -deceivers who think that* in 
position of the peoples, or in any near 
of the peoples, the effort* of revolutionary 
ism will lead ua to Peace. If a long 
of Peace is wh*t we are seeking, let x» 
through the mazes of Internationalism, 
with thorns, and ambushes, and snares* 
and the lurking bandits of civilization* " - 
There are many Internationalists who 
claim that they seek to destroy the whole 
ciety, by making ceaseless and violent war upo^ 
there are weltering masses of mankind who 
listen to them, and to join them in pillage 
erou on the «h«m» of nlunderimr aomethimr 
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try. That, before the war, thcre*a# 
deadly antagonism between the 
working classes of England and 
ly proved by the evidence that if 
toted the war, and had been oentetat 
cerous system of peaceful penetration, 
or twenty years have gained control of 
able industries, and of the chief 
English working men would have been 
less desirable and less lucrative occu 
multiplied in dwindling numbers 
man working men, and would have suffered 
advantages from these dominant oompetstott* 
edly this state of increasing enmity of vital 
social welfare between English and 
men did really exist before the war. Yet 
English working men were being urged to 
mon cause with the good faithful Schei 
friends against their common ene&y, the 
But who has proved to be the real enemy I 
And who will prove to be real enemies of 
man of each country in the still fiercer 
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as the capitalists axe 
"eipbiting" them merely for profit 
looking upon the capitalists of their 
at the worst* as their dWef enemies; 
fiict of interests between the working 
ists in each industry in each ooimtory* 
tagoniam compared with their mutual ' 
ests with the interests of competing 
capitalists in the same industry in other 
is to the perception of this essential 
mtinity of interest between the 
ing men in each of our industries^ that we 
the liquidation of our enormoua national 
the gradual return to our former prosperity 
means of livelihood. 

Surely if the war has taught us 
taught us that the stability and welfare of 
the chief interest of us all Now 
only strikes athwart and splits asunder the 
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!i^ buttercups and dairies 
the greedy iiti|raliee and predatory 
t£plyiiu£ mipions of i^^V^^ Jfe 
it legally theirs Oat they choose to 
by these means brought about a state 
mcoy ana prosperity, to ensure its 
ing out equal coupons of happiness to 

Ibis was what Internationalism set 
sia. What it has really done is to 
aa equal right to plunder everybody 
right to cut anybody 1 s throat 
principles prevailed in securing equaii 
in Russia. Is it not evident that the 
the Ozar, foul and detestable as it was, did 
greater protection and comfort, and far 
tions of living to the Russian people; that 
measurably less corrupt, less cruel, less 
bereft of political instinct, less madly su 
the foundations of human society! 

But Internationalists hailed the advent 
vism with great joy. Mr. H. G. Wells said it 
duty and an urgent necessity to get a grip 
situation. He set out to get a grip upon 
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Wei&tiee with some alarm ty&\ 
eial and economic <pteetion^ fr 

own miUmi and that they -also 
"intimately acquainted with 
ten In seal politic*" WithsuA 
ia afforded by Rnaeian In 
that attends the study of social and 
ia Mr. Wells's "world of modem idea*/* 
air, to forbid all such study in our 
to substitute a prolonged study of the 
tenth commandments, and of their 
kind. There seems to be some reason 
that, in the present state of our affaii^'tiie^ 
ments would offer a more profitable OQtfMj^ 4 
than social and economic questions. For 
ments have proved their value in guiding 
in some sort of order, those communities 
tised them during some thousands of years; 
the study of social and economic 
of modern ideas" — has proved to be ruinous td> 
Empire in six months. I am sure you will 
me, sir, that no country in the long run 
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many to consider. Given a new 

Wdb would restore the German 

leaving Germany to consider 

return to East Africa, and 

readily oblige Mr; Wells and get * WW 

occasion— leaving tibia question, we may |jl 

•ay, even roughly, what are the respite 

of the interests of all the other 

very thorny question to be decided! By 

fighting? These are the only two 

lane conflicting interests can be settled* 

toting is the method which we all greatly 

always comes a time, sooner or later, ^heei 

not settle vital interests that are in 

bat only complicates them the more. And 

dier has to be called in — which is what we 

avoid. Does not Mr. Wells see that the 

to settle what proportion of interests each 

in Africa, and what amount of 

ittee should be allotted to each of 
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But Mr/ Well* himself goes on 
onerous impracticability of his 
for Africa, by likening it to 
United States. The stability of the 
eminent is assured by the national flag 
them all, and has equal authority over 
Stars and Stripes does not merely wa$$ 
America in submission to the rulings 
tional Commission, and alongside 
languid strips of bunting. The lively, 
and Stripes waves to some purpose at Wi 
means business. It binds all the people of 
States in the defence of their country, and 
all equal protection against external 
they are all equally citizens of that country 1 
common national interests, which are in ma*$ 
posed to the interests of other nations. % 

Mr. Wells's African constitution wottld be 
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rates of Russia, who "know 
nctnio questions," and who in 
sohrtely "beyond the limit" It 
diptaaatists have not Mr, 
mart, and that they have a different 
able honesty* from that erected by 
Foreign Office officials are guilty *» 
des. Bat they have the immense 
"erudely ignorant" in Mr. Weils'* 
ideaa." And this of itaelf is a high qq 
handling affairs in any part of the giift* m 

I am, however, a little dubious 
Wells to relax his grip upon the si 
For, with his passion for getting grips 
no continent is safe from his superin 
next tighten his grasp upon Europe, and 
Asia, and South America, and the 
so named, I believe, because the 
enough to devote themselves exclusively to 
the Bode of Proverbs, and to eschew social 
questions, and what goes on in "the world 
ideas." It follows from this, that most of 
more 'limited and uneducated," more " 
ant" than our Foreign Office Staff. Indeed 
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tious, ma; confidently look to the law of averages to 
put him on a level with Old Moore in this respect We 
must also remember that Old Moore has been longer 
in the business than Mr. Wells, and may well have 
profited from hie many past failures to make events 
tally with his predictions. Under one of his hiero- 
glyphics for 1919, the elder prophet cautiously remarks, 
"Old Moore does not say that what we see in the pic 
ture will be brought about." This modest and judi- 
cious attitude towards his own prognostications, is one 
that might be imitated by most prophets with great ad' 
vantage to their reputations. Would that all our social 
prophets had the wisdom and candour of Old Moore, 
and an equal courage to avow that what they fondly 
dream may not be realized I 

Vagueness and wilinesB are, I take it, the chief neces- 
sary qualities for any one who sets up as a prophet, and 
Mr. Wells is a little lacking in both these prime requi- 
sites for successful augury. However this may be, I 
cannot but think that Mr. Spofforth, in his lengthy com- 
parison of these two noted English seers, has done Mr. 
Wells an injustice when he estimates htm as being, on 
the whole, rather less trustworthy in dealing with 
world-problems than Old Moore. I am convinced that 
Time will vindicate Mr. Wells, and that he will finally 
be adjudged a position amongst the major prophets, no 
less worthy, dignified, renowned, and unassailable, than 
that occupied by Old Moore. 

When we come to the matter of style and method, it 
must be conceded that Mr. Wells cannot compete with 
Old Moore in the management of majestic imagery, and 
flamboyant zoology. I have a weakness for gorgeous 
symbolism in prophecy. I doat upon scarlet ladies of 
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Babylon who frolic with seven-headed beasts; upon 
great red dragons with crowns on their heads, who stand 
waiting to devour newly-born babes ; upon chimeras with 
four faces, who go upon four sides, with wheels full of 
eyes; upon bears whose ribs are in their mouths and 
who joust with four-headed winged leopards while other 
strange creatures with freakish and superfluous horns 
butt into the fray — the whole menagerie forming a kind 
of sacred jig-saw puzzle for the edification of devout 
theological amateurs; who, after enormous pains in put- 
ting the pieces together, find that it turns out to mean 
exactly what they wish it to mean. This is the only 
kind of prophecy that has met with any great success in 
foreshadowing large world-movements and events. Ten 
to one, something or somebody will come along to justify 
our forecast, if we only make it sufficiently obscure, and 
wait long enough. 

If Mr. Wells has anything profound to tell us about 
the future of Bolshevism, or Africa, or the Solomon 
Islands, cannot we persuade him to adopt this approved 
method of prophecy! It offers so many chances of 
hedging, if the prophet finds be has made a mistake. 
Better still, remembering with gratitude his shrewd and 
penetrating studies of character in "Tono -Bungay" and 
"Mr. Polly," and the many other brilliant and delight- 
ful things that have come from his pen, cannot we per- 
suade him to doff his tattered mantle of prophetic In- 
ternationalism, and relate to us somo history of the 
English men and women whom he knows so well ? I 
have every sympathy with his prophetic impulses. In- 
deed, I have prophetic impulses myself, as I fear is too 
evident But future events being so capricious, I try 
to restrict myself to that less showy kind of prophecy, 
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I suppose, sir, you will allow 
most pressing problems of our in 
problem is not to be solved by 
it is only to be solved by 
used and trained to that end. 
indeed make the evil more 
cure it It will merely tend to cause 

You have probably in your 
overwhelming amount of healthy 
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and i ndir ec t bena&t* to 
At* you poor your 
twnP upon our 
the streets of our 
education" in banal 
livings and an 
and leisure in tawd*y am 
and fooliah delights! 

I am sure yon are 
these million of homes for aik 
with dispatch, and finished 
time; that when they are built, 
as great thick slabs of dull, de*d 
nesa and monotony, laid flat upoa 
or as swarms of perky, 
jerry villa ^residences' 1 ; bat i^al 
character, individuality, solidity, 
varied simplicity; that they should 
we have some sense of national 
craving for national beauty; that 
cheerfulness and comfort and every 
ience to their inmates, and a pleasing 
who view them* from very near or 

I am sure all these consummation* 
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and that therefore I am not making any de»and ^^ 
your time and patience. Bat indeed I taii>w o< na jWlfe" 
way of caininff aome lodanMtt i-Afr tilik''iii: '" 
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chine, as when the g»i 
sabres eighty pounds a. a 

If the great body of the * 
mnnity are doing and making-j| 
beautiful tiling! in right ] 
will be rich and eomfbrtahla i 
the rate* of wage* may be, i 
a pound. If they are not dt 
and useful and beautiful thing*, i 
be poor and miserable and diaoonl 
man in it was paid fifty pound* a & 

Again, if the great body of the 
doing and making necessary and t 
things, that community will ha? 
amount of happy leisure. The i 
leisure in a community is in direct and « 
to the amount of necessary and useful * 
Leisure is the payment of work. So l 
work done, so much wholesome play g 
provides another man with leisure and ) 
provides me with leisure and play. 

I am speaking now of necessary, t 
and beautiful work. A great part of 1 
many of us are doing is neither ; 
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they aie only remotely 

teaches them what they are" 

<*o and aw**; indeed, in ma&y'etsee, 

sway from what 

them any early practice of it^ and ia complied 

lnir of the soiadhiei it ia dofaur ita ^icdu^ii£» 
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If we probe more deeply atHl, 
stability of on* social fystam to 
any living ciedible re&rioti amotittf 
of an active working faitk thi^ 
ultimate atom* 

right omdoiB^ ' to^nii^''4Bift0|i 
with each other ilk aQ can* 

by warnings, hy ^eefe^ >y 
we will pay no head^ hy 
trophee. Aac^strnctttrels 
to the amount of honesty 
Bet mfc remade* in* 
oe moie itftiiig3y 
the Archbishop of 
Clifford. I am indfaufti to 
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&TU fhtt I lawBilimi 

•re sow about to ad 

tkmk that I ham written M 

nurse my illusion that X may % 

whsa yon frame yonr next I 

yon will agree with ma, that v. 

more opportunely eonsiderd in d 

Education Act, than win the j 

u * compliment to yon as a • " 

my scanty store of daarieal ) 

suitable to mat future T ' 

gest, "Ad Tivendum velot ad n 

liberior." I think Apuleius mm 

lions of little scholars in his mh 

a tide of hard necessity and adverse ■$ 

they will have to Bwim against in th*n 

seeing also that, however that tide x 

favour, they will assuredly make: all t 

way and advance, the less they are 1 

less superficial knowledge, and the less ti 

away from the main business of their 1 

useful service to the community. 

Meantime, sir, yon have behind yon 4 
and backing of popular and political ap] 
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I COULD have ben content to 
our present system of Popular 
condition of our theatres akm& , 
be a matter of small account in &* 
national life. Seemingly it is a 
f erence, alike to our men of 
of average intelligent Engli 
unthinking playgoers themselves, 
matter of some importance to tta vtho 
against insurmountable difficulties* to 
a school of modern drama v and cam&ij 
great nation; and alongside it a adopt 
telligent, dignified Shakespearean 
lar theatres of London and our great ci 

It is not so small a matter as it 
a matter to be tossed aside with careless 
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odd holes and aosiMM 

In ' —MiMMi r ^BMk.'lZDk' 

dersito&d his 1 iw f% *¥ 
character** much .leris fiSpfiy' 
and nhflosonhY of Hfc; that 
has also iooreaaiii^j fi|^ei(aS 
deal thoughtfully and 
whether in comedy or drama; 
any soene or character that 
eiaa of thought; that rocks 
senseless topical catchwords 
ity; that rwels in (he gradtiai 
lish lammase: that has exalted 
empty-pated comedian and pretty 4 
the empty chairs of Keen, MacreMy; 
dona; that takes its chief evening 
at gaudy, costly, mindless 
stink with witless vulgarity? 

Would you call it in any sense an 
Would you say that it is in the tray 
educated public? Would you not eall it ^ 
educated public ? If you were a foreign 1 
olently disposed towards England— say 
where the modern drama is a 
national literature, where the dramatic 
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ear English ntegrr JiiM 

tyroed of t 

wlop still farther on tbp saw faa* 

IDMMi TCOOItO Xrcul jwt 

No man oould be more toiiOM ikaa 
workew shewed have sfcoi^ 
leisure. The* do not wiak & &r titeKftietves 
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I wish it f or tfatn. Ito sna^ ibereased 
doubtful boon if i t is rawisely spent How 
ineanafele of sDendinc their leisure wstidta 

^— m^p^» jr^fi^r ^^^ — pjp'^ppM^pww^ pBfc ^^^^^^«# pp^ppppnppv i^ n -pppjjphp^m i 

kindness to than an 
jwy* to tfce eotmtry, 

ties of wasting their tiitta - ;.: - -; -: y ^^^'^'^^^^ 
I will not believe it. -,f fii^ 

being badly trih w at t wl a^b» - ■fe»- bbWjbbmbI 

work itat/pJBjte'W 

I do not dear? Ponolsar 
gladly aefaiowledged tk*t 
and enlatosed. id^ cftMased Jftir 

^^F^^^^* ^^^^^P*PP^™^BK^^^Bi^ ^P^^^^BB. - ^^^^■P^^^^P^^^^'^BP^ ^^BP^BBBf, 

Every eysfeeoBL ^pr $to$n£wr 
have the dali s elfc <rf Its 

^pi^^»*^p; ■ BPBPMP" ^B^^P^^P^PJB^Bf ^BPJBJB, » «BBBF 

its ▼iitees. 






*: 







*#¥* 





<-»jfctf 






$ 



rM 






i- <•. >'wr>- 



ttf 



*S&. 






w-.v«»-: 



M^W?^- 







N^ 







i '•* 









tf.v>\>. 



Wfev 




: '- V 






fe*r A 



"•^* : TSSam 






!•' fi 



€BlMNH0fOa WnKQ9t8MMW ' wHMf. 

Education h**, »ft«r tori» 

•VUIJ VOMBBV Q Hi© 

duflontmt wiA lam 

QUUHUBillO 1XHQ0P wl0 

order* 

Ton are reported, sir* |o -WQf* 
unrest "is an attitude of 
pacify for coming to a judicial 
upon the facta of lifa" E 
sent that a changed attitude of 
But how that is to be brought 
era?' education from 
educated teachers, I see not 
the effect of your prescription 
that it may prove remedial, 
a sudden and startling adoption of 
"attitude of mind" and a consequent 
ity for coming to a judicial and j 
the facts of life." 

The one prominent "fact of Uf s# 
stares us in the face, is that there 
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be done in emery house, 

in *s wit«< i- Uot a sSnsfte on& of us can be £& oar UMb 
until that work is tackled and accomplished. On y^ 
newed consideration of the whole problem, would vJJJfl 
not say, sir, that what is required is not so mud* iqi 
attitude of mind towards aB tibis necessary manual W 
bour, as an attitude of body? 

I do not perceive much likelihood of our mssios 
coming to a judicious and judicial decision upon this 
all-important and most pressing "fact of H6&* AH 
the present indications are that they are every day com- 
ing to more and more injudicious and injudicial de- 
cisions upon it Might we not now, with your permis- 
sion, cease to contemplate all this accumulating mass 
of necessary work from lofty attitudes and altitudes of 
mind, and putting our bodies into correct postures, 
strip off out coats, and tuck up our shirtsleeves^ and do 
it with all our might? For assuredly , unless this work 
is done, and done quickly, we shall presently have to 
call in the soldier—which is what we all wish to avoid. 

Meantime, sir, if you wish to get a trustworth y es- 
timate of the general disposition of our public to take 
up a correct attitude of mind towards the fscts of U$% 
and to weigh them judiciously and judically, 1 again 
beg you to pay a round of visits to our most popular 
theatres. Most heartily do I sympathise with you. in 
your efforts to get our populace to take up this cor* 
rect "attitude of mind" towards the Acts of Ufa For 
thirty-five years, I also, have been fitfully and despair- 
ingly persuading our public to adopt this "attitude of 
mind' 1 in the theatre. You will guess, then, with what 
interest I am watching your experiments on the larger 
stage of our national life. like you, I had an ingen- 
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Certainly our ffceoiy is 
doubts of its soundae*. 
•lid money ym have spat 
least it can do is to Gm&rm 
Clearly, it most be the facte ol 
must adjust and dispose them 
fill attitude towards oar 
mischief is that our present 
cation tends largely to divert 
especially from all unpleasant fact* 
of all facts, discovered at a very 
history of our race, is the very 
sweat of thy face shalt thou eat 
ing disrespectful grimaces at your 

However, I hope that in 
in the small and limited sphere of 
yourself, trying to place the publi 
tude of mind towards facts, and also 
valuable evidence of the effect of 
the masses — for these reasons, I. hopey 
duced at some personal inconvenience, to 
popular theatres, and judge for 
find many things that you can approve 
you divest yourself of every attitude 
mind. You will find a good-natured, 
public, with much broad, kindly, English 
a hearty appreciation of such jests as do 
approach to wit. But an educated 
If you were that benevolent foreigner, 
to a round of the popular evening 
frequented by the masses of our large 
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surely exclaim: "Where fat* these people tan 
school? Who has been mi»edueating these dear 
folk down to this shocking level of chill vulgarity, amply 
folly, and had taster 

If after paying such a round of visits, and iter 
watching those items of the evening's programme which 
are most relished by those who have been taught in one 
national schools at the expense of the State— if you will 
then declare that you are satisfied with the results and 
tendencies of oar system of Popular Education, a* a 
preparation for the duties of life, and for the wise en- 
joyment of leisure, I will wholly submit myself to 
your judgment, and will confess that I do not under- 
stand what Education is. It is a word in some foreign 
language that has no meaning for me* 
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SuMicnro-up on a League of Nations 

- OS* 

It is discouraging to find that the millennium la 
again postponed. However, we are to have a welcome 
first instalment of it in the League of Nations. Hie 
Peace Conference, with a true instinct for nnanntiafo 
gave it the first consideration, deeming that if we oould 
only frame a League of Nations, the fimAfag of the 
war was a quite secondary and negligible matter. 

It is true that a solid world peaoe seems to he in- 
definitely postponed. But we have a League of Na- 
tions. It is true that while We have been talking, €tap» 
many has been manoeuvring to avoid the consequences 
of her defeat But we have put our signatures to a 
League of Nations. It is tone that aU Europe is smoul- 
dering with revolution and tike sparks of future warn 
But we have framed a League of Nations. It is trte 
that our sea supremacy is threatened and perhapi lost 
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side knowiedg* of Ae * 
ten remained da*i to SMMPj 
piroante wuuldf I fed sure, hmi 
Julia. She very pertiwndy J " 
Nation was not eatabHahed itt 1 
tory, and then there would 1 
She is lending the movamont all H 
influence, and all the rigour of hex i 
ther doabta or dissensions should l 
aembled atatesmen may be | 
Julia to their councils. Her > 
mirahly qualifies her to deal with flat r ^ 

It will gratify President Wilson toll 
ever difficulties or disasters the Leag*».' ti^l 
have to encounter, he can always ba.j " 
active sympathy and co-operation of HI 
From toe time when the qneation wai 
she has been enthusiastically in ita fatt 
so, that she has declared throughout^ if i 
get a League of Nations, she did not * 
conditions might be, or what naf 
whether it would work or not, He maisf 1j 
to draw up some document, call it a League a 
and then defy any nation to go to war. 
to show how whole-heartedly she haa sup; 
dent Wilson. 

I have been bo much impressed by i 
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Irtiste to paint a greet all^^ 
President Wilson's triumphant retain 
Conference, mounted on eqmm a$imm with bfijfceBa 
over its eyes and ears. Aunt Julia riding 
hind him, her one arm tightly clasping him to 
universal brotherhood, her other arm waving a 
flag. When this nbfale piece of symbolism ii etishrined, 
as I confidently hope it will be, in the Capitol at Wash? 
ington or the Boston Museum, it will commemorate^ ia 
a vivid and appropriate way, the founding el the 
League of Nations. It will also remain as a rebuke 
to those Americans who are telling President Wilson, 
that it was more important to secure a just and early 
peace, than to waste the precious weeks in arranging 
the future of the planet on paper. 

In the meantime we have a League of Nations. The 
first thing that strikes us, is that it isn't a League of 
Nations at alL It is a very complicated alliance be* 
tween the Allied powers, leaving all the real and per* 
manent difficulties of the main question unsolved, and 
opening up many new provocative questions lor £te» 
tare settlement However, the League of Nations ie att 
accomplished fact, or rather an accomplished form of 
words, which, we hope, may control facta and events^ 
and shape them to its ends. We have marshalled a 
formidable array of arguments in favour of governing 
the world by a Committee. All that events and frets 
have to do, is to marshal themselvea to suit our views. 
The onus lies upon them. 

The future peace of the world rests upon the great 
solid arch which this war has bn3t across the Atta* 
tic, a good understanding between America and Britain 
While that arch remains, with beloved Franoe to sup- 
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title to "A Uagoe fer 
heads." 



Ths Last 



#&< 






The vast web of our natio&al 
one piece. Tattered and torn aa 
posed of divers ill-assorted warps 
coloured threads that hold loosely 
indivisible tissue and fabric. We aw 
of another, whether we will it or 
each one of us is inseparable from 
British Empire. The destiny of the 
the destiny of all the citizens within 
clearly perceived this during the wa*, 
we gained the victory. 

Straggling and unmethodical as &a$ 
seem to be, they are all connected and 
one issue— Patriotism or Internal 
by our own considered decison, 
after, and choosing our way, or, 
less, purposeless confusion by the 
events, we shall find ourselves obliged tp 
or the other. As our course is steered 
triotism or towards Internationalism, so 
ternal and external policy be conceived, 
executed; so will all our national aims 
be clarified, unified, and polarized. 

Education, Reconstruction, Army attd 
zation, Financial and Economic order and 
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rieuuurai l/evetopmenv ne yovetiHiioiit isf? 
Our future rule in India, OoJonitl 
mercial Tariffs, Mercantile Skipping 
Trade— all these and a hundred other national pro- 
jects cannot he planned on any secure and perjnajMttt 
basis, until we have made up our mind whether we will 
take the road of Patriotism or of Internationalism^ 

Chief of all, this is a question that concerns Capital 
and Labour. How can any durable relations be estab- 
lished between them, what can there be but increasing 
tumult and strife, till we know whether we are travet 
ling towards the one goal, or towards the other 1 jto 
as we make our way towards Patriotism or towards 
Internationalism, so will every interest of Capital and 
Labour in the kingdom be affected, regulated, and die- 
posed. The. question of Capital and Labour is fundar 
mentally the question of Patriotism or International- 
ism. All these questions are one question. They throw 
their roots into the farthest corners of our empire^ and 
gather themselves up into the one stem and trunk oi 
our national life. 

Not on that August day four years and a half agcv 
when we took our swift unfaltering choice, flung all w* 
had into the balance, and dared Eternal Justioe to tilt 
the scales against us — not then were we more remorse- 
lessly challenged to make an irrevocable decision upon 
which all our future will depend. 

If the experience of these great events does net draw 
us all together in closer brotherhood, in unity of dear, 
national vision and unity of national effort, then we 
have fought and suffered in vain. We might almost aa 
well have lost the war. For what shaH we ham gained 
by escaping the ordered tyranny and slavery of Get* 
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made far w by tt» i 

Whose voioMi ww these 1 
Bear; from ages I 
of supernal endurance i 
every spot on eerwi c 
hare adventured, and Buffered* i 
quered, and ruled for England ; i 
deep, or in sacred shrines, or in i 
deathless Englishmen are laid, and, I 
■peak to us with moat authentie i 
tongues I 

These are they, who from the i 
past, through all our stormy and g" 
battlefields, on the quarter-deck, in < 
and on the throne, in cloisters of 1 
phy, in the halls of justice, in the lalx 
in the workshops and furnaces of i 
die chambers of imagination and the g 
these are the statesmen and rulers, and i 
seamen, and poets, and thinkers, and e 
venters, and merchants, who have created i 
and stone by stone, and story by story, 7 
and filled with riches and treasures this i 
race, this clustering citadel, this refuge i 
this sanctuary of ordered government 

These are your true leaders, O people of I 
yon will but follow them t These are ; 
teachers, if you will but learn from them I 
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your wise 

them! 

you bad: to peace and security and 

you will but obey them! JTerw ba$ toy 

part mustered such a company of bartons to fpafe 

world with the greatness and worth of fcer 

ments, and to civilize and enlarge the peoples 

benignity of her sway. Uor will any nation 

the future to pour from her womb, a kind* 

of famous men to claim for their land so sore cod 

proud a title to enduring admiration and renow% m' 

the praise and honour of mankind. T 

This innumerable cloud of witnesses visit and sot- 
round us, rehearsing their deeds, counting over the sua 
of their labours and sacrifices for us, and charging ottr 
memories with the magnitude of the price they have 
paid for our ransom from servitude and barberitnu 
They meet us in council this day, and here sssmiWud 
with us under these two opposing signposts, do njNr 
call upon us to say which road we will take— Patriot 
ism or Internationalism f 

Name them over, one by one, the long marteOoos roll 
of our imperishable dead. What one is there T^0$ 
them whom Englishmen and all men hold in hoMW 
that does not, with solemn urgency and claiiroyfli* 
vision purged from all mortal obscurities, call npon as 
to take the road of Patriotism! 

Listen to the two mightiest voices that havts spofafe 
in our language. Fii^ hear a warning from him who 
in his own name sums up England and Patriotism. 
In the brag and froth of Jack Oade, he speaks with the 
verv mouths of them that an today nromisinsf an Ib* 
ternational paradise to ignorance and doth asd 
tion: 
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"The proudest peer tat the realm shall i 
shoulders anlew he pays me trQmtei if 
married, but ibe shall pay to dm her i 
U; men riia.ll hold of mn in capite; I 
mnnd that their wives to m ftM m heart • 

"Soldiers, defer the spoil of the dty m 
Street! Down Saint Magnus Corner) K! 
Throw them into the Thames I " 

It is the -very tone and creed of i 
nationalism. We are hearing it daily, 
blatant, in all the cities of Europe, 
will doubtless think it advisable to ban • 
Shakespeare; for until he is abolished, 1 
instinct for what is fundamental and \ 
human, nature, pours its fiercest, wisest t 
their doctrines. 
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Next, gmtosd-te tfc 
whose voice was ever raised iar liberty c| tfttf^^ ttd 
spiritual enfranchisement Hear once moii w jf c 
prophecy that England has so often just 
spoke it. Do not oar hearts bom within us, and cur 
eyes gather with tears, when remembering what &• 
land has done in these last years, we take it again upoat 
our lips, and declare with one voice that it shall yetr^ 
ceive its supreme fulfilment by this people! 

Methinks I see in my mind a noble and puissant nation, rous* 
ing herself like a strong man after sleep, and shattag W la- 
vincible locks; methinks I set her as an eagle renewing aeT 
mighty youth, and kindling her undaaded eyes at the fall atieV 
day beam; purging and unsealing her long^bused sight at ties 
fountain itself of heavenly radiance; while the whole noiee 4f 
timorous and flocking birds, with those also that love the t*4* 
light, flutter about, amased at what she means and in their ea> 
▼ions gabble would prognosticate a year of seats and 
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Choose, England! 

I lay down my pen at an hour when no man earn 
discern what baffling and formidable shape the emeeg- 
ent future may take, or in what new perplecritim and 
perils our country may be involved. At such a timet 
our notions and opinions are but aa dead leaves bfam 
frustrate in a destroying hurricane of events that w* 
can neither escape nor control. We can but lay hold erf 
the great changeless elementary rules of life and eofe 
duct, whereby men and nations have stayed and ee» 
tablished themselves in the past To those great 
changeless elementary rules of life and conduct, TtkJeh 
we did not fashion, which we cannot annul, upon 
which all civilization and ordered human, society gnu* 
be founded— to these gnat primary abet J^ |awjspta 
•i % d laws, I halve tried to appeal throughout ftialettotv 
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